The United Benefice of
St Michael on Greenhill, Lichfield
with St John, Wall

COLLECT AND READINGS
7th June
TRINITY SUNDAY
Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
you have given us your servants grace,
by the confession of a true faith,
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity
and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity:
keep us steadfast in this faith,
that we may evermore be defended from all adversities;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
New Testament Reading 2 Corinthians 13.11-13
11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet
one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.
13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with all of you.
Gospel Reading
Matthew 28.16-20
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus
came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.’
Sunday Sermon
The link for the Sunday sermon is
https://www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk/sunday-sermons.html
For those who receive this by post the text is printed below.
Services recorded in Church
Since the lockdown began all clergy have been instructed not to go into their church for
private prayer or to record or stream worship. This has now changed so that a priest
alone or with anyone domiciled with them can go into church. At present, this can only
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be one priest for each church. From this Sunday onwards some or all of the service we
record will be done at St Michael’s. It is good to have our church back in a small way at
least. The service for 21st June will be recorded at St John’s because it is their Patronal
Festival.

FOR YOUR PRAYERS
ST MICHAEL
Those newly in need of prayer
Rosemary Hunt, Anthony Staples aged 6, Audrey Egleston
Those in continuing special need of prayer:
Colin Eastwood, Yvonne Harper, Ian and Judith Watson, Alison Cox-Toplis, Julian &
Wendy, Jamie, Gary and Denise, Sam Bassett, Mark Berry, Dorothy Clayton, Jo Cobb,
Dottie Collins, Robert Harris, Bill Hill, James Knight, Marielouise Oliver, Arthur Palin, Nick
Rutter, John Tipper, Sheila Vaughan, Renee Wellings, Felicity Woodfield
Those who have died

ST JOHN
Those who are ill and their carers:
Pat Crowe, Jo Hearn, Ann Kinson, Allan Law

Prayer Resources
We have produced a booklet of resources for prayer at home which contains a short act
of worship that you can use. This can be found here along with other resources for
prayer: https://www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk/resources-for-prayer-at-home.html
You can text prayer requests to 07388 529020

The Royal School of Church Music are putting a Hymn of the Day on their website
as well as a service with readings and hymns. There is a link on our website on our
resources for prayer page.
Here is a link to the Diocese of Lichfield facebook page where videos of daily prayers
from the cathedral will be posted https://www.facebook.com/LichfieldCofE/

The Rector, Simon Baker
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01543 253010

CHURCH NOTICES
Sunday 7th June
Pentecost
WORSHIP BY ZOOM
Sunday 21st June at 6.00pm.
We will be holding live worship by Zoom on the first and third Sundays of each
month starting on 21st June
You can join the service from 5.45pm. The service will last about 30mins. There will be
readings, prayers, a short address and hymns.
If you would like to join in please email Simon on simonbaker57@outlook.com and you
will be sent a direct link. You do not need to have Zoom downloaded on your PC or other
device. If you have already joined a Zoom service you should receive the link a few days
before. If you have not had a link by Sunday morning please email.

BIBLE STUDY BY ZOOM
On Wednesday 10th June we begin a study of Paul’s letter to the Philippians.
If you took part in last week’s Bible Study, you will automatically receive a code to join
the discussion. If you would like to take part starting this week, please email Chris
Baker on  c.j.baker@bham.ac.uk and he will send you a web link to join the study
and some simple instructions.
The text and questions to think about are on our website.
https://www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk/easter-season.html

STAYING IN TOUCH
The office Phone is not currently being regularly monitored. The ministry team and others
are continuing a ministry by telephone to keep in touch. Rector, Simon Baker (
01543
253010)

VOLUNTEERING AND CHARITIES
NEW FOOD BANK DROP OFF POINTS
At the moment it is not possible to drop off foodbank items at church but there are two
places where you will find the green collection boxes on the doorstep: David and Maggie
Easton 51 Lime Grove WS13 6ER and Simon and Diana Baker 10 Mawgan Drive WS14
9SD. If you are passing, please drop items in the box. See below for items needed.
LICHFIELD FOODBANK is continuing to function and is dealing with increased numbers
of clients. Donations of items can still be made at the collection boxes in our local Co-op,
Tesco and Waitrose supermarkets. The particular items needed are – snacks (breakfast
bars, crackers), custard and tinned meat. If you can, please do support this appeal.
You can access more information about the Foodbank on our website. There is information
for those who would like to make a financial donation and a gift aid form.
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GIVING TO CHARITIES
It is clear that many charities are suffering a significant loss of income due to the
changes in our way of life at the moment. For many of them the demands on them will
also increase. Please consider making a donation to a charity while you are confined to
home so that others can benefit and our charities continue with their work.

GIVING
GIVING TO ST MICHAEL’S
Our accounts for last year show that we operated at a loss. In many ways that is due to
the increase in utilities and costs as a result of the church being used as the main venue
for all our activities. This is very worthwhile and just what we should be doing, however
we do need to make an effort to put our finances back into balance.
We are grateful to everyone who gives to St Michael’s church and helps us
cover our costs. At the moment, we cannot supplement our donations by standing
order with collections made in church. If you give through the envelope scheme please
consider changing to a bank order, hold on to your envelopes or write out a cheque and
put it in the church mailbox. In order to make one off or regular donations easier we
now have a JUST GIVING page for St Michael’s. please visit:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmichaellichfield
****************************************************
ITEMS FROM OUR MAGAZINE

RICHARD, BISHOP OF CHICHESTER, 1253
Commemoration 16 June
Richard of Wyche was born in 1197 at Droitwyche, the son of a prosperous yeoman farmer. He
and his brother were orphaned at an early age, and an incompetent guardian wasted the
inheritance. Richard worked long and hard to restore the family property, and when he had
succeeded, he turned it over to his brother and went off to Oxford to become a scholar. He was
too poor to afford a gown or a fire in winter, but he did very well at his studies, with Robert
Grosseteste among his teachers, and he established what would be a lifelong friendship with his
tutor, Edmund Rich (Edmund of Abingdon). He studied canon law at Oxford (and probably also
at Paris and Bologna) and, having acquired a doctorate, he became Chancellor of Oxford in
1235.
Meanwhile, his tutor had become Archbishop of Canterbury, and soon asked Richard to become
his Chancellor. When the Archbishop rebuked King Henry III for keeping various bishoprics
vacant as long as possible (because as long as they were vacant their revenues went to the
Crown), Henry forced him into exile, and Richard accompanied him to France and nursed him in
his final illness. After the Archbishop's death in 1240, Richard studied at the Dominican house in
Orleans, and was ordained priest in 1243.
In 1244 he was elected Bishop of Chichester, but Henry would not recognize the election, locked
him out of the bishop's residence, and pocketed the revenues. Richard accepted shelter with a
village priest, and spent the next two years walking barefoot through his diocese, preaching to
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fishermen and farmers, and correcting abuses. He held synods to legislate, and insisted that the
sacraments must be administered without payment, and the Liturgy celebrated with reverence
and order. The clergy were required to be celibate, to wear clerical dress, and to live in the
parishes they were assigned to and carry out their duties in person. The laity were required to
attend services on all Sundays and holy days, and to know by heart the Lord's Prayer, the Hail
Mary, and the Apostles' Creed. After two years, Henry was pressured into recognizing Richard as
Bishop, but Richard continued to live as he had before.
One of his concerns was that the moslems then in control of Jerusalem would not admit
Christian pilgrims. In 1253 he travelled about appealing for a new Crusade, aimed solely at
pressuring the moslems into permitting pilgrimages. He caught a fever and died in 1253. A wellknown prayer written by him reads in part as follows:
Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits thou hast given me, for all the pains
and insults thou hast borne for me. O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know
thee more clearly, love thee more dearly and follow thee more nearly, day by day.

http://www.oremus.org/liturgy/etc/ktf/m06/h16a.htm
https://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/visiting/cathedral-plan/delve-deeper-shrine-strichard-and-benker-schirmer-tapestry

Page | 5

