CHURCH NOTICES
Sunday 26th April – 3rd Sunday of Easter
STAYING IN TOUCH
If you have taken any photos of yourself or others at home – especially any that show
what you have been doing – please send them in to Angie or me so that we can post
them on the website so we can “see” each other.
The office Phone is not currently being regularly monitored. The ministry team and others are
continuing a ministry by telephone to keep in touch.
Rector, Simon Baker (

01543 253010)

BIBLE STUDY
We will be holding a virtual Bible Study during the Easter season, every Wednesday at 10.30,
the next one is on Wednesday April 29th.
The theme will be Living our Easter Faith, and the text will be John 20v1-18
We will be using “Zoom”. This is quite simple to use, and doesn’t require you to download any
software. All you need is a laptop or other device that has a camera.
If you took part in last week’s Bible Study you will automatically receive a code to join the
discussion. If you would like to take part starting this week please email Chris Baker on
c.j.baker@bham.ac.uk and he will send you a web link to join the study and some simple
instructions.
The text and questions to think about are on our website.
https://www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk/easter-season.html

GIVING AND CHARITIES
GIVING TO ST MICHAEL’S
We are grateful to everyone who gives to St Michael’s church and helps us cover our
costs. At the moment, we cannot supplement our donations by standing order with collections
made in church. If you give through the envelope scheme please consider changing to a bank
order, hold on to your envelopes or write out a cheque and put it in the church mailbox. In order to
make one off or regular donations easier we now have a JUST GIVING page for St Michael’s.
please visit: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmichaellichfield
COMMUNITY SUPPORT. Support Staffordshire are looking for volunteers to provide help during
the Coronavirus epidemic. If you would like to volunteer please go to
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/covid-19-support/coronavirus-community-support-effort
GIVING TO CHARITIES
It is becoming clear that many charities will suffer a significant loss of income due to the changes in
our way of life at the moment. For many of them the demands on them will also increase. Please
consider making a donation to a charity while you are confined to home so that others can benefit
and our charities continue with their work.

LICHFIELD FOODBANK is continuing to function and is dealing with increased numbers of clients.
Donations of items can still be made at the collection boxes in our local Co-op, Tesco and Waitrose
supermarkets. The particular items needed are – long-life milk, long-life fruit juice, tinned fruit, tinned
fish, rice pudding, teas, coffee, jars of pasta sauce, tins of tomatoes. If you can, please do support
this appeal. Many thanks. Trevor
You can access more information about the Foodbank on our website https://lichfield.foodbank.org.uk/.
There is information for those who would like to make a financial donation and a gift aid form.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE
During this time of lockdown it is not going to be possible to produce and distribute the Parish
Magazine for May and probably not for June either.
In order to keep people informed, we would like to send out articles that would otherwise have
been in the magazine as part of our weekly notices. If you have an article to contribute please send
it to Angie at stmichaellichfield@gmail.com

Items from Our Magazine
Bishop Michael's Easter Message 2020

The Bishop of Lichfield, the Rt Revd Dr Michael Ipgrave, reflects on the challenges and
opportunities of Easter as we have never know it before: https://youtu.be/G4Jy-apxuaE
"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times’. Dickens’ famous words could have been
written for our own day. For many, certainly, these are the worst of times: people are suffering,
and dying, from viral infection; many confined to their own homes are feeling isolated, frustrated or
helpless; there is widespread anxiety about loss of income, lack of food, separation from loved
ones; and, as always, the vulnerable are those who bear the heaviest burden. Perhaps most
heartbreaking of all are the deaths and burials where family and friends are physically unable to be
present to honour the departed and to comfort one another.
"But, strange to say, in some ways these are also the best of times. We are seeing, particularly
from those who work in the NHS but also from shop workers, delivery operatives, emergency
services and others, extraordinary commitment and courage.
"Churches and communities are reinventing themselves, turning outwards to care for those who are
most in need. Compassion, kindness and common sense are being created online in imaginative
and unexpected ways. We are realising as a nation that actually we quite like one another, and
maybe are not so divided as we thought.

"And all this is happening as we prepare to celebrate Easter, which also speaks of the worst of
times and the best of times. The worst, because in Jesus’ cross we see the darkness of the world at
its blackest and are confronted with the reality of death. The best, because in raising Jesus to life
God shows that there is no power stronger than the love which joins us together and gives us a
hope which can never be defeated. I pray that you are kept safe and well this Easter, and that you
know joy in your heart."
+Michael Lich

History
Chris Baker has posted at https://profchrisbaker.com/historical-studies/ an article and a couple of
blog posts on aspects of his historical research relating to St Michael’s church and the Lichfield
area in general. It might be of interest, particularly to Tuesday club attendees – at least it will be
something to do in lockdown! He expects disagreement and discussion!”

The image of St Athanasius would have appeared on
the front cover of our May Magazine
St. Athanasius
EGYPTIAN THEOLOGIAN
WRITTEN BY: Edward R. Hardy
PUBLISHED AThttps://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Athanasius
St. Athanasius, also called Saint Athanasius of Alexandria or Saint
Athanasius the Apostolic, (born c. 293, Alexandria—died May 2, 373,
Alexandria; feast day May 2), theologian, ecclesiastical statesman, and Egyptian national leader. He
was the chief defender of Christian orthodoxy in the 4th-century battle against Arianism,
the heresy that the Son of God was a creature of like, but not of the same, substance as God the
Father. His important works include The Life of St. Antony, On the Incarnation, and Four Orations
Against the Arians.
Life And Major Works
Athanasius received his philosophical and theological training at Alexandria. In 325 he attended
Bishop Alexander of Alexandria as deacon at the Council of Nicaea. A recognized theologian
and ascetic, Athanasius was the obvious candidate to succeed Alexander when the latter died in
328. The first years of his episcopate were devoted to visitation of his extensive patriarchate, which
included all of Egypt and Libya. During this time he established important contacts with
the Coptic monks of Upper Egypt and their leader St. Pachomius. Soon began the struggle with
imperialist and Arian churchmen that occupied much of his life. He used political influence against
the Meletians, followers of the schismatic bishop Meletius of Lycopolis, who had gone back on the
plans made at Nicaea for their reunion with the church, but he refuted specific charges of
mistreatment of Arians and Meletians before a hostile gathering of bishops at Tyre (in modern
Lebanon) in 335, which he refused to recognize as a general council of the church. When both
parties met the emperor Constantine at Constantinople in 336, Athanasius was accused of
threatening to interfere with the grain supply from Egypt, and without any formal trial Constantine
exiled him to the Rhineland.

The emperor’s death in 337 allowed Athanasius to return to Alexandria, but Constantine’s
son Constantius, emperor in the East, renewed the order of banishment in 338. Athanasius took
refuge at Rome under the protection of Constantius’s brother Constans, emperor in the West. An
Arian bishop, Gregory, was installed at Alexandria. Athanasius, however, kept in touch with his
flock through the annual Festal Letters announcing the date of Easter. Pope Julius I wrote in vain
on his behalf, and the general council called for 343 was no more successful—only Western and
Egyptian bishops met at Serdica (modern Sofia, Bulgaria), and their appeal for Athanasius was not
accepted in the East. In 346, however, Constans’s influence secured his return to Egypt, where he
was welcomed as a popular hero
Athanasius’s “golden decade” of peace and prosperity followed, during which he assembled
documents relating to his exiles and returns in the Apology Against the Arians. Nevertheless, after
the death of Constans in 350 and the following civil war, Constantius, as sole emperor, resumed his
pro-Arian policy. Again political charges were brought against Athanasius, his banishment was
repeated, and in 356 an attempt was made to arrest him during a vigil service. This time he
withdrew to Upper Egypt, where he was protected in monasteries or friendly houses. In exile he
completed his massive theological work Four Orations Against the Arians and defended his conduct
in the Apology to Constantius and Apology for His Flight. The emperor’s persistence and reports of
persecution at Alexandria under the new Arian bishop George led him, in the more violent History
of the Arians, to treat Constantius as a precursor of Antichrist.
The death of Constantius, followed by the murder of the unpopular George in 361, allowed
Athanasius to return triumphantly once more to his see. In 362 he convened the Synod of
Alexandria, during which he appealed for unity among those who held the same faith but differed in
terminology. The way was thus prepared for the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity—“three Persons in
one substance”—which stresses distinctions in the Godhead more than Athanasius usually had
done. The new emperor, Julian the Apostate, rather petulantly ordered Athanasius to leave
Alexandria, and he sailed up the Nile again, remaining in exile in Upper Egypt until Julian’s death in
363. In 365 the emperor Valens, who favoured Arianism, ordered his exile once more, but this time
the popular bishop merely moved to the outskirts of Alexandria for a few months until the local
authorities persuaded the emperor to reconsider. Finally, Athanasius spent a few years in peace
before his death in 373.
Other Works
Athanasius’s two-part work of apologetics, Against the Heathen and The Incarnation of the Word of
God, completed about 335, was the first great classic of developed Greek Orthodox theology. In
Athanasius’s system, the Son of God, the eternal Word through whom God made the world,
entered the world in human form to lead men back to the harmony from which they had fallen
away. Athanasius reacted vigorously against Arianism, for which the Son was a lesser being, and
welcomed the definition of the Son formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 325: “consubstantial with
the Father.”
Among Athanasius’s other important works are The Letters [to Sarapion] on the divinity of the Holy
Spirit and The Life of St. Antony, which was soon translated into Latin and did much to spread
the ascetic ideal in East and West. Only fragments remain of sermons and biblical commentaries.
Several briefer theological treatises are preserved, however, and a number of letters, mainly
administrative and pastoral. Of special interest are the letter to Epictetus (bishop of Corinth), which
anticipates future controversies in defending the humanity of Christ, and the letter to Dracontius,
which urges a monk to leave the desert for the active labours of the episcopate.
Precision of thought, tireless energy in defense of his convictions and the freedom of the church,
and (within certain limits) breadth of understanding have given Athanasius an important place
among the teachers and leaders of the church, and, as an Egyptian patriot, he is also a significant
figure in the history of his country.

This Sunday is about the time that the May edition of our Parish Magazine would be available. To respect our agreement with
our advertisers we have reproduced our usual advertisements on the pages below

Would you like to reduce your
household bills?
Utility Warehouse could save you a huge amount
of money every year. They provide gas, electricity,
broadband, home and mobile phones.
Membership gives you access to the best value
utility services in the UK with everything on one
single monthly bill, and a host of money-saving
member benefits.
They also make a unique Price Promise:
Save money when you switch all your services to
them, or they’ll give you back
‘Double the Difference’!
As well as savings on your household services, Club
membership gives you access to lots of other
benefits.
If you would like to save money, contact me for
more information.
Frazer Sneddon
Lichfield
07974122710
w.midlands@tsrn.co.uk

http://www.jointheclub.org.uk/futureproof

P.J. NEVILLE
MEMORIALS
Hand carved quality
memorials. Renewals.
Additional inscriptions.
House numbers.
Home visits and brochure at no
extra cost.

Willow Court, Tamworth
Road, Lichfield, Staffs.
WS14 9HD
Telephone and fax:
01543 263440

DECORATING
BY JULIE
Your local
lady
decorator

Julie Parkinson
Home: (01543) 317258
Mobile: 07796268056
Email:travellergirl2000@yahoo.co.uk

JUDY BARBER
FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER
since 2002
01543 416068
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
Corns, callus,
General foot care

