
The United Benefice of St Michael 
Lichfield and St John, Wall 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
28th February 

 

Canticle -  Saviour of the World 

 

Jesus, Saviour of the world, 

come to us in your mercy: 

we look to you to save and help us. 

 
By your cross and your life laid down, 

you set your people free: 

we look to you to save and help us. 

 

When they were ready to perish, you saved your disciples: 

we look to you to come to our help. 

 

In the greatness of your mercy, loose us from our chains, 

forgive the sins of all your people. 

 

Make yourself known as our saviour and mighty deliverer; 

save and help us that we may praise you. 

 
Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus: 

hear our prayer and be with us always. 

 

And when you come in your glory: 

make us to be one with you 

and to share the life of your kingdom. 

 

  Glory to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning is now 

  and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: 

grant to all those who are admitted 

into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, 

and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.Amen. 



Old Testament Reading 

Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16 

 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, 

‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant 

between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, 4‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 

shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 

make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 

from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 

your offspring after you. 
15God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 

shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 

bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’  

 

 
Psalm 22.23-end 

 
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 

    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

 
24 For he did not despise or abhor 

    the affliction of the afflicted; 

he did not hide his face from me, 

    but heard when I cried to him. 

 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 

    May your hearts live for ever! 

 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him. 

 
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

    and he rules over the nations. 
 
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

    and I shall live for him. 

 
30 Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord, 



 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

    saying that he has done it. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Gospel Reading  

Mark 8.31-end 

 
31Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 

said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.’ 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 

the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who 

are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 

the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 

holy angels.’  

 

 

Sermon 

 

Take up your cross 

Ven Julian Francis’s Sermon for 28 February 2021 

Second Sunday of Lent - Mark 8:31-38 

The first Christians had no access to the stories of Jesus in the gospels; yet this 

mattered not, because they were fired by a deep conviction over the power of the cross 

for their lives. The crucified Lord was their saviour and deliverer. Something in the 

crucifixion had demonstrated to them that the man of Galilee was the way to salvation. 

The tree of shame was their tree of glory. 

And this primary recognition of the power of the cross for Christian living is conveyed 

succinctly by Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians. As he begins the correspondence, 

he articulates a significant anxiety, which is that ‘the cross of Christ might be emptied of 

its power’! He sees a risk that it may get obscured or marginalised. Yet this cannot be 

allowed to happen; for as Paul writes, whilst “the message of the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing... to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (Ch 1 
v.18) No cross, no power, no gospel! Paul goes on to say that this ‘message of the 

cross’ captures the soul in a way that goes far beyond the wisdom of the wise, and is so 



much more durable than the search for signs. He says, “Jews demand signs and Greeks 

desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God.” And perhaps most memorably, Paul declares that whilst he could have 

come to the Corinthians speaking about mysteries and lofty wisdom, “I decided to know 

nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified”… nothing else mattered, and 

arguably nothing else matters still! The cross of Christ turns his healing, transforming, 

justice-founded ministry into a way of salvation! 

Now we all know this to be perhaps the truth of our faith. But this morning we are 

challenged by having this proclamation of saving grace turned directly towards us. 

Because this is what happens in Mark chapter 8 when Jesus addresses the disciples and 

says, “if any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me.” What has quintessentially been Jesus’ vocation is becoming ours 

too! So, we must ask, what is the Master calling us to? 

Today’s verses from Mark chapter 8 have a lot to say about Jesus’ vocation to suffering. 

They begin with what is known as the ‘first prediction of the passion’, the first of three. 

“He began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, be killed 

and after three days rise again.” Now very clearly, the disciples in this account do not 

have the benefit, like the first Christians, of having witnessed the crucifixion, and 
experienced its impact in the community of believers. This is yet to come. The thought, 

therefore, of Jesus being crucified is entirely new. It is also anathema! And we see this 

clearly in Peter’s response, who “took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him.” Crucifixion 

was a particularly harsh and degrading capital punishment that was reserved by the 

Romans for ruffians and slaves. They would crucify tens, even hundreds at once, so we 

are told by the historian Josephus. Crucifixion was certainly not for esteemed leaders. 

We can understand Peter’s protestations. But as readers of the gospel, we share, along 

with the Corinthian Christians, a knowledge about the saving death of Jesus. We know 

that through his death we live! We are inclined, therefore, not to hear these words of 

hiss with the starkness they would have had to the disciples who first heard them. It is 

good, therefore, if we can put ourselves in their shoes and hear Jesus as if for the first 

time, declaring what his calling is from God, to ‘undergo great suffering, be killed and 

after three days rise again’. Today is an opportunity to stop and listen and take this in… 

We also observe that today’s crucial portion of scripture, that signifies both Jesus’ 

vocation to suffering and the vocation of his followers to take up their cross, is 

sandwiched between two great proclamations of who Jesus is. In chapter 8 v.29, it’s the 

same Peter who declares, when asked, that Jesus is the Messiah! Then in chapter 9 

verse 7, in the account of the Transfiguration, it is the voice of God that announces, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” These two clarion calls from the text serve, 

therefore, as two bookends, that point us towards what happens in between. This 

textual construction acts as a signpost telling us, if we hadn’t quite got it the first time, 

just how important this vocation is…. Interestingly, it happens right in the middle of the 

gospel (in Ch 8 of 16) and should be thought of as the heart of the gospel good news – 

that this Jesus, who is the anointed one and the Beloved Son has a divinely ordained 

vocation to suffer, to die and to be raised – and this is the foundation of our faith!... 

We are familiar with Jesus’ response to Peter’s rebuke. It is in the strongest possible 

terms, “get behind me Satan!” And the sharpness of Jesus’ rebuke is yet another 

indication of how important this teaching is about his true vocation. The same can be 

said of the call to his followers to walk in the way of the cross… If at ten days into Lent 

you are still pondering what to give up or take up for Lent, today you have your answer 



– take up the cross!! Would that more of our Lenten observance led us more deeply in 

this direction! For there can arguably be no better time than Lent, and no better time 

than the present, for us to give thought, prayer and consideration to the meaning of the 

cross for our lives. 

Jesus says, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who want to lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” In 

childhood I worried a lot that if I was to be a good follower of Jesus, I might have to 

countenance being crucified. This is one of the problems of the literal mind of the child. 

And I may not have been alone in this. As an adult I am struck by the fact that the cross 

is not really about Jesus himself, even though he must wrestle with accepting his 

vocation of suffering – praying in the garden that the hour might pass from him, “yet 

not what I want, but what you want.” Rather, the true focus of the cross is God’s great 

desire and passion for humanity. The cross is a means of salvation. The obedience of 

the Son is part of that endeavour, as we know from Paul in Philippians chapter 2, where 

he speaks of the Lord “humbling himself and becoming obedient to the point of death.” 

But it is not the goal. In a similar way, our calling to take up the cross as followers of 

Jesus is not really about us, in the sense of being about something we have to do or be 
or agree to. It is, rather, I am inclined to think, about a willingness to be used by God in 

the great arc of salvation bending towards humanity and creation. It is a dispensation, 

an openness of heart and mind. From Philippians 2 we sometimes forget that Paul 

introduces the passage saying, “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 

The calling to take up the cross is a habit of heart and mind that we receive through 

grace, through his Spirit working in us. 

This leads to the thought that in the same way that we sometimes talk of being co-

creators with God in fashioning the created world, so we are surely also co-collaborators 

with God, though grace, in ushering in his salvation – the healing, wholeness, 

reconciliation and blessing that can come about through taking up the cross and walking 

in the way of suffering love. And we have surely witnessed some extraordinary 

examples of people being used by God to walk this costly and risky road in the 

circumstances of the pandemic. Our frontline workers in health and social care, so many 
people in public and retail services, both in the foreground and in the background, have 

set aside their own comforts and risked their lives to be out there in the danger zone – 

sometimes as a professional necessity, sometimes through personal decision, and at 

other times as the only way to put bread on the table. And this tide of suffering love has 

made all the difference, both to those in peril and to the rest of us who have been 

shielded from the storm to a much greater extent. And this reminds us that our calling 

as Christians to walk this way with Christ is forever open to us…. We can always attempt 

to walk away from the suffering of others. But this is not what our Saviour asks of us. 

As Archdeacon Paul referenced in a recent bible study, when we seek transformation in 

the world in Christ’s name, “we bear in our bodies the scars of his passion”. We walk 

where he has travelled, on the way of the cross – because this is the way that God 

chooses to redeem what is broken in the world. The brokenness of human lives and of 
the planet, and the injustices of society, are out there waiting for us. To take up the 

cross is our surest weaponry for the healing of what is broken. But whilst Christ’s road 

of suffering was necessarily a lonely one, plumbing the depths of the darkness of God, 

ours need not be. Why? Because he walks with us. When we take up the cross, he is 

holding the other end. John Bell’s lovely hymn, ‘Jesus Christ is waiting’ captures 

beautifully this calling at the heart of discipleship. The final verse expresses especially 

well how the way of suffering love is a path we walk in step with the Lord: “Jesus Christ 



is calling, calling in the streets. Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet. Listen 

Lord Jesus, let my fears be few. Walk one step before me. I will follow you.” 

Venerable Julian Francis 

 

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/diocesan-sermons-2021.php 

 
 

 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

ST MICHAEL  

Those newly in need of prayer 
Chris Kirk, Matthew Martel, Norah and Arthur Palin, and Alison Knight 

 

Those in continuing special need of prayer:  

Sam Bassett, Mark Berry, Elizabeth Chapman, Chris Clayton, Dorothy Clayton, Jo Cobb, 

Dottie Collins, Alison Cox-Toplis, Martin Dewes, Chris Dickerson, Colin Eastwood, Robert 

Harris, Robert McAllester-Jones, Marielouise Oliver, Arthur Palin, Nick Rutter, Anthony 

Staples aged 7, John Tipper, Sheila Vaughan, Judith Watson, Renee Wellings, Peter and 

Anne Whatson, Felicity Woodfield, Jamie, Gary and Denise, Julian & Wendy, 

 

Those who have died 

Alan Thompson, Dave Edge, Josephine Wilkes, John Stuart 

 

 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

ST JOHN  

Those in continuing special need of prayer:  

Pat Crowe, Jo Hearn, Ann Kinson, Allan Law  

 

 
Post Communion Prayer  

Almighty God, 

you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 

keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 

and inwardly in our souls; 

that we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body, 

and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
 
  

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/diocesan-sermons-2021.php
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/diocesan-sermons-2021.php


CHURCH NOTICES 
 

LEAVING GIFT FOR SIMON AND DIANA 

We are starting a collection to buy Simon and Diana a leaving gift from everyone 
here at St Michael’s church. This is obviously trickier than usual as we are not 

currently in church to receive donations and need to minimise the handling of cash. 

 

If you would like to contribute you can pay your donation straight into the church 

bank account which would be very helpful. 

 

Lloyds Bank 

Account Name – PCC of St Michael and St Mary Lichfield 

Account Number – 00114488 

Sort Code – 30-95-04 

Reference – RETIREMENT  

(This is really important as we need to distinguish between this and other 

donations) 

 
If you would prefer to post your donations somewhere, please deliver them to:- 

Sue Jones                    or                 Lyn Shiel 

38 Bracken Close                             1 Aspen Close 
Lichfield WS14 9RU                         Lichfield WS 13 6FE 

 

Angie is currently working from home with the exception of Thursday’s when she 

is in the church office, so if you prefer to use the church post box, please ensure 

that you drop your donation off by 11am on a Thursday. 

 

Many thanks, 

Sue and Lyn 

Churchwardens 
 

 
“Love – Our World” 

 All Age Churchyard Trail for Lent and Easter 
 

Suitable for all ages, in the churchyard there are five “stations” - laminated 
A4 sheets. They offer a simple framework for your own reflections, and 
offer a set prayer on each theme. They are located in the Easter Garden by 
the Cross, and by the empty tomb; on the compost bins; on a bench 
outside church; on a bench in the lower churchyard.  If able, you may wish 
to use them as an opportunity for reflection and prayer on your daily walk. 
If you're not able to get there for any reason they are available on the 

website, and you may be able to imagine the setting! Linda 
 

 

 

 



Funeral of David Edge 
David’s funeral will take place at St Michael’s Church on Monday 1st March at 1.30pm. 

Under current regulations only 30 people may attend the service in church. Please keep 

a moment of prayer and reflection at the time of the funeral to join with Lyn and the 

family in remembering David and the friendship and fellowship we shared with him at 

church. David was very well know and many will want to pay their respects and join in 

celebrating his life and mourning his passing. Lyn is planning for a memorial service 

later on in the year. Please do not come to the church yard to pay your respects outside. 
We have been advised that the police are fining people who gather outside funerals and 

we do not want to risk that. 

 

BIBLE STUDY IN LENT 

We will be starting a new series of Bible Studies on the Wednesdays of Lent continuing 

on Wednesday 3rd March until Wednesday 31st March. 
Each session will be on Zoom at 10.30am. 

This year the gospel that we are mainly reading at our Sunday services is the Gospel of 

Mark. Our Lent Bible Study will focus on The Passion of Jesus in Mark's Gospel. 

Jesus's death and resurrection lies at the very heart of our Christian faith and has done 

so from the very beginning. These sessions will give us an opportunity to focus on the 

passion story and its meaning for us in a way that we are not often able to do. 

The zoom link will be sent out each week with the links for our services. There will also 

be a sheet with the Bible text and questions to think about available to download from 

our website. Everyone is invited to join these sessions. 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
I am looking for someone to take on the weekly flower rota. You don't need to be a 

flower arranger to do this job. I usually put up a list in church of dates when we need 

flowers, and arrangers are responsible for a two week slot.  People are very good at 

signing up but sometimes need encouragement and we can always do with new people. 

Reminding people the week before they are on duty endures the church always looks 

good for Sunday. Anne Lingwood is responsible for organising the major festivals.  

Please let me know if you can help. 

Many thanks 

Diana  

 

World Day of Prayer 2021 
Friday 5 March 10.30 am. 

Please join us on Zoom (from 10.20) for this service. The focus this year is on Vanuatu. 

Please bring a small stone. 

ALL ARE WELCOME. To join, please click on the Zoom link below. More information from 

Hazel Rendle: 07946 520487; hazelrendle@gmail.com 

Topic: World Day of Prayer 

Time: Mar 5, 2021 10:20 AM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92157871131?pwd=YVljR3JES0I5NUU5clBXazF2S2ZyUT09 

Meeting ID: 921 5787 1131 

Passcode: 257754 

 

If you would like a Service booklet please get in touch with Lesley Allen 

(lesley.allen21@googlemail.com) 

 

mailto:hazelrendle@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/92157871131?pwd=YVljR3JES0I5NUU5clBXazF2S2ZyUT09
mailto:lesley.allen21@googlemail.com


 

MU Members 

Our MU subs are due, this year they are £ 26. Could you pay by cheque please, made 

payable to St. Michael's MU. Thank you Lynn 

 

THE FOODBANK is always happy to receive gifts of 

➢ Tinned meat and fish 

➢ Tinned fruit and vegetables, soup and beans 
➢ Rice pudding and custard 

➢ Instant coffee, tea, sugar, long life milk and fruit juice 

➢ Packets of cereals, biscuits and snacks 

➢ Pasta, rice and pasta sauce 

➢ Jam 

Items should be at least 3 months in date or the Foodbank is not allowed to issue 

them.  

Donations of food can be left at 51, Lime Grove, Lichfield WS13 6ER 

Maggie and David 01543 255308 

 

 

COUNSELLING One result of this 3rd lockdown starting will be increased pressures on 
all of us, and many people are feeling anxious and depressed and are coping with a lot 

of extra stress and loss.  

Phoenix Counselling Service is a small charity which for 5 years, has been providing 

counselling to adults living in Burntwood, Lichfield and the surrounding areas, who are 

not able to access counselling via the NHS and who cannot afford private counselling. 

Professionally trained counsellors provide a safe, confidential space to talk about your 

thoughts and feelings, and work through problems that you might be facing in your life. 

At present all the counselling is online or by telephone although we will offer face to face 

sessions when restrictions permit. 

Contact details: www.phoenixcounselling-service.co.uk 

email: phoenixcounselling2@gmail.com 

Mobile: 07415517663 

Best wishes, Rhoda Wharton 
 

 

 

PARISH DIARY 

 

Sunday 28th February: Lent 2 

8:00am Holy Communion  Zoom 

10:00am Sunday Service Zoom 

   

Monday 1st March 

All day  OFFICE CLOSED  

8:15am Morning Prayer Zoom 

1:00pm Funeral: Dave Edge St Michael's 

 

Tuesday 2nd March 

All Day OFFICE CLOSED  

8:15am Morning Prayer Zoom 

   

 

http://www.phoenixcounselling-service.co.uk/
mailto:phoenixcounselling2@gmail.com


Wednesday 3rd March 

All Day OFFICE CLOSED  

8:15am Morning Prayer Zoom 

10:30am Bible Study Zoom 

   

Thursday 4th March 
All day OFFICE COSED  

8:15am Morning Prayer Zoom 

 

Friday 5th March 

All Day OFFICE CLOSED  

8:15am Morning Prayer Zoom 

 
Saturday 6th March 

 

Sunday 7th March: Lent 3 

8:00am Holy Communion  Zoom 

10:00am Sunday Service Zoom 

   

CHURCHES TOGETHER www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk/churches-together.html 

 

Walk for Water. 
Many of you will remember Imogen, who sang with Girls’ Choir from the age of nine 

until she went to college a couple of years ago.  She has sent me this message and 

asked me if I can publicise it through the church.  “This Lent I'm taking on the Walk for 

Water Challenge. I'll be walking 10,000 steps a day for 40 days to raise money for 

CAFOD's work around the world. Watching the amazing key workers do wonders 
throughout this tough pandemic, I want to make sure that I do what I can to help 

struggling communities. I know these are hard times but anything you can spare for this 

cause would be really greatly appreciated.  My website 

is: https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/imogens-walk-for-water”  Our official charity in 

this area is Water Aid, which we support at Harvest, but you may want to thank Imogen 

for her years of service by making a small donation.  Many thanks.  Ted Green 

 

 

 

http://www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk/churches-together.html
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/imogens-walk-for-water

