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Living our Easter Faith

Bible Study in Easter Season
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Alleluia, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

1 Corinthians 15 v1-28

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, “through which also you are
being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you
have come to believe in vain.

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, “and that he was buried,
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, “and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. °Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
have died. ‘Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to
someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. °For I am the least of the apostles,
unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. '°But by the
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. ''Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have
come to believe.

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
there is no resurrection of the dead? '°If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ has not been raised; '“and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation
has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. '>We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did
not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. '°For if the dead are not raised,
then Christ has not been raised. /If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. ®Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. '°If
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died. ?'For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has
also come through a human being; ?*for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in



Christ. 2°But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those
who belong to Christ. ““Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 2>For
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. “°The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. ?/For ‘God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But
when it says, ‘All things are put in subjection’, it is plain that this does not include the
one who put all things in subjection under him. 2When all things are subjected to
him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who put all things in
subjection under him, so that God may be all in all.

Our on-line Bible study will begin with an introduction to the text and then move on
to discussion and end with prayer. Below are some questions to think about
beforehand.

Things to think about

1. The Christians in Corinth clearly had doubts about the resurrection which is what
leads St Paul to remind them about what they first believed. Can you simply
believe in Jesus as a good person, a moral teacher, healer and example of how to
live and not have any belief in the resurrection?

2. St Paul emphasises how important it is that he passed on to the Christians in
Corinth what he himself received concerning the death and resurrection of Jesus.
This is the basis of his faith and theirs.

a. Who passed this good news on to you and how did they do it?

b. If someone was to ask you what you believe about the death and resurrection
of Jesus what would you say?

3. In what ways is the message of the resurrection important for what is happening in
our world at the moment?

Prayer

Lord, the resurrection of Your Son has given us new life and renewed hope.
Help us to live as new people in in the fullness of our Christian faith.

Grant us wisdom to know what we must do,

the will to want to do it,

the courage to undertake it,

the perseverance to continue to do it,

and the strength to complete it.

Amen



