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The Book of Acts 

Session 10: Ch 18.24 – 20end, Paul in Ephesus  

Opening prayer 

Blessed Lord, 

who caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning: 

help us so to hear them, 

to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 

that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace 

and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

The founding of the church - Acts 19.1 to 20  

19 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 

there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 

answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that 

is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 

When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 

spoke in tongues and prophesied— 7 altogether there were about twelve of them. 8 

He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly and argued 

persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 When some stubbornly refused to believe 
and spoke evil of the Way before the congregation, he left them, taking the disciples 

with him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two 

years, so that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the 

Lord. 11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that when the 

handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were brought to the sick, their 

diseases left them, and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some itinerant 

Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil 

spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a 

Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit said to them in 

reply, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 16 Then the man with the 

evil spirit leaped on them, mastered them all, and so overpowered them that they 

fled out of the house naked and wounded. 17 When this became known to all 
residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks, everyone was awestruck; and the name 

of the Lord Jesus was praised. 18 Also many of those who became believers 

confessed and disclosed their practices. 19 A number of those who practiced magic 

collected their books and burned them publicly; when the value of these books was 

calculated, it was found to come to fifty thousand silver coins. 20 So the word of the 

Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 



 

Q1. What strategies did Paul use in setting up the Ephesian church - is there anything 

we can learn from them? 

Acts 19.23 to 41 - Violence and persecution 

23 About that time no little disturbance broke out concerning the Way. 24 A man 

named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little 
business to the artisans. 25 These he gathered together, with the workers of the 

same trade, and said, “Men, you know that we get our wealth from this business. 26 

You also see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost the whole of Asia this 

Paul has persuaded and drawn away a considerable number of people by saying that 

gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of 

ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis 

will be scorned, and she will be deprived of her majesty that brought all Asia and the 

world to worship her.” 28 When they heard this, they were enraged and shouted, 

“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 The city was filled with the confusion; and 

people  rushed together to the theatre, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, 

Macedonians who were Paul’s travel companions. 30 Paul wished to go into the 

crowd, but the disciples would not let him; 31 even some officials of the province of 
Asia, who were friendly to him, sent him a message urging him not to venture into 

the theatre. 32 Meanwhile, some were shouting one thing, some another; for the 

assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come 

together. 33 Some of the crowd gave instructions to Alexander, whom the Jews had 

pushed forward. And Alexander motioned for silence and tried to make a defence 

before the people. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two 

hours all of them shouted in unison, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 35 But when 

the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Citizens of Ephesus, who is there that 

does not know that the city of the Ephesians is the temple keeper of the great 

Artemis and of the statue that fell from heaven? 36 Since these things cannot be 

denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 37 You have brought these men 

here who are neither temple robbers nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If therefore 

Demetrius and the artisans with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are 
open, and there are proconsuls; let them bring charges there against one another. 39 

If there is anything further you want to know, it must be settled in the regular 

assembly. 40 For we are in danger of being charged with rioting today, since there is 

no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” 41 When he had said this, he 

dismissed the assembly. 

Q2. How does the church provoke opposition today? How should it respond? 

Paul’s farewell - Acts 20.17-38 

17 From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church to 

meet him. 18 When they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I 

lived among you the entire time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving 

the Lord with all humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through 

the plots of the Jews. 20 I did not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the 
message to you and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21 as I testified 

to both Jews and Greeks about repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 

Jesus. 22 And now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not 

knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me 



in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are waiting for me. 24 But I do not 

count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry 

that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of God’s grace. 25 

“And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about proclaiming the 

kingdom, will ever see my face again. 26 Therefore I declare to you this day that I 

am not responsible for the blood of any of you, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring 
to you the whole purpose of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and over all the 

flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 

that he obtained with the blood of his own Son. 29 I know that after I have gone, 

savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Some even from 

your own group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow 

them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night 

or day to warn everyone with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God and to the 

message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the 

inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s silver or gold or 

clothing. 34 You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support 

myself and my companions. 35 In all this I have given you an example that by such 

work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 36 When he had finished 

speaking, he knelt down with them all and prayed. 37 There was much weeping 

among them all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 grieving especially because 

of what he had said, that they would not see him again. Then they brought him to the 

ship. 

Q3. What were the important messages that Paul gave the Epheisans as he left them 

for the last time? Are they relevant to us? 

Ephesus after Paul 

Ephesians 4. 1-7, 11-16 (around AD62) 

4 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 

with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the 
one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of 

all, who is above all and through all and in all. 7 But each of us was given grace 

according to the measure of Christ’s gift. ……11 The gifts he gave were that some 

would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until 

all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14 We must no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s 

trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, 

we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom 

the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, 

as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in 

love. 

Revelation 2.1 to 7 (around AD90) 

2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds 

the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands: 2 



“I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance. I know that you cannot 

tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not and 

have found them to be false. 3 I also know that you are enduring patiently and 

bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you have not grown weary. 4 But I 

have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 

Remember then from what you have fallen; repent and do the works you did at first. 
If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 

repent. 6 Yet this is to your credit: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate. 7 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 

To everyone who conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in 

the paradise of God. 

Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus (AD120- 196)  

We observe the exact day; neither adding, nor taking away. For in Asia also great 

lights have fallen asleep, which shall rise again on the day of the Lord's coming, when 

he shall come with glory from heaven, and shall seek out all the saints. Among these 

are Philip, one of the twelve apostles, who fell asleep in Hierapolis; and his two aged 

virgin daughters, and another daughter, who lived in the Holy Spirit and now rests at 

Ephesus; and, moreover, John, who was both a witness and a teacher, who reclined 
upon the bosom of the Lord, and, being a priest, wore the sacerdotal plate. He fell 

asleep at Ephesus. (from Eusebius, 260-339) 

Jerome (AD342-420) 

The blessed John the evangelist, in extreme old age at Ephesus, used to be carried 

into the congregation in the arms of his disciples and was unable to say anything 

except, "Little children, love one another." At last, wearied that he always spoke the 

same words, they asked: "Master, why do you always say this?" "Because," he 

replied, "it is the Lord's command, and if this only is done, it is enough.  

Greek Orthodox Calendar of Saints 

Saint Timothy ended his life as a martyr. The pagans of Ephesus celebrated a festival 

in honour of their idols, and used to carry them through the city, accompanied by 

impious ceremonies and songs. Saint Timothy, zealous for the glory of God, 

attempted to halt the procession and reason with the spiritually blind idol-worshipping 
people, by preaching the true faith in Christ. The pagans angrily fell upon the holy 

apostle, they beat him, dragged him along the ground, and finally, they stoned him. 

Saint Timothy’s martyrdom occurred in the year 93. 

Closing prayer 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen 


