
St Michael’s Church, Lichfield 

Bible Study June 10th 2020 

The letter of Paul to the Philippians - Introduction 

 

Opening prayer 

Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy scriptures 

to be written for our learning: 

help us so to hear them, 

to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 

that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for 

ever hold fast 

the hope of everlasting life, 

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
The church at Philippi 

Acts 16:6-15  

They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 

Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they had come opposite Mysia, they 

attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, passing 

by Mysia, they went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a 

man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help 

us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, 

being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set 

sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the 

sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a 
place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A 

certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from 

the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen 

eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she 

urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at 

my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

 

Acts 16:16-24  

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a 

spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 

While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most 

High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” She kept doing this for many 
days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the 

name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when 

her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 

Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had 

brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; 

they are Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 

adopt or observe.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them 

stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had 

given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to 



keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell 

and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

 

Lessons for mission and outreach? 

 

Three words 
Philippians 4:22-23 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in 

Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.  Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Philippians 2:16-18 

It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I 

did not run in vain or labor in vain. But even if I am being poured out as a libation 

over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of 

you—and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me. 

 

Philippians 4:2-7 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask 

you also, my loyal companion,  help these women, for they have struggled beside me 

in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, 

whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 

Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Philippians 4:22-23 

Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. All the 

saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household. The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with your Spirit. 
 

Receiving grace, experiencing peace, living in joy? 

  

 

Closing collect 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: 

hold us firm in this faith, 

that we may know you in all your ways 

and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, 

who are three Persons yet one God, 
now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

 


