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Reflection from Laura ….. 
 

Those of you who know me will know that I own a bearded dragon. 
I named him after Rowan Williams, a former Archbishop of Canter-
bury, because they share a wise countenance and a magnificent 
beard. Owning a lizard has been a dream of mine for some years, 
but I was never allowed a pet in my flat in London and the principle 
of my theological college rejected my regular pleading that I might 
be allowed to have one in my room, seeing visions of an escaped 
reptile running about the halls of the college! Finally, as a curate, I 
have been able to add the sweet little guy to my family. 

For Rowan Williams (the lizard), 
life’s pleasures are simple. He loves 
stalking his favourite foods, live lo-
custs and peas. Of course the peas 
are less likely to run away, but he 
stalks them anyway! He loves bask-
ing under his heat lamp, riding 
around on my shoulder, and climb-
ing the artificial Christmas tree, 
which has become a permanent 
fixture in my living room because 
Rowan couldn’t live without it. 

Is it not cruel, a friend of mine 
asked, to keep him in a house in 
Lichfield? Would he not like to run 
free in the deserts of Australia? 
Well, as a lizard who often cannot find his tasty bug because its un-
der his foot, and who often tries to climb the wall next to his rope 
ladder rather than the ladder itself, I do wonder how he would have 
survived in the wild! His ancestors have lived in the Birmingham ar-
ea for many, many generations, and it is true that dragons in captiv-
ity live around 12 years while in the wild they usually live around 2 
years.  
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Rowan Williams (the lizard) has explored the whole house, leapt up 
the stairs, pooped in my bed and investigated the garden, but usual-
ly he is soon excited to go back to his tank or his Christmas tree. He 
is healthy, active, unusually muscly (from climbing the tree) and 
overall a spoiled and happy little Archbishop. 

A certain church that I used to attend loved to describe Christianity 
as an adventure. In advertising our Introduction to Christianity 
course we ran a tagline along the lines of “start your adventure with 
Jesus and see where it takes you”. This can certainly be true, my time 
attempting to follow God’s call on my life has led me to all kinds of 
new places, new people and new work, and now to ordained minis-
try which is something I hardly saw coming! But its not all an adven-
ture. Sometimes, I think God calls us to find joy in a simple life. To do 
the work that we have been given, to enjoy our daily bread and to 
try to care for others as best we can in our everyday environments. 
Being a Christian isn’t all about new and bigger adventures, some-
times its just about embracing what we have and finding content-
ment. 

A friend of mine told 
me recently that she 
thinks that there are 
lots of different emo-
tions one needs to feel 
as a Christian, from joy 
to repentance, hope to 
lament, and that the 
Church year with its 
different seasons helps 
us find time for each ra-
ther than trying to feel 

them all at once. Lent is a time for repentance and, as we perhaps 
fast from certain things that we enjoy, I think its also a time to em-
brace simplicity. If Easter, with its hope of new life, is a time to 
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dream about what new things might be in store, then lent may be a 
time to find contentment with what we have. Maybe we eat less 
luxury foods and find peace with our daily bread, or spend less time 
overstimulated by screens and enjoy the simple pleasures of read-
ing, prayer and time together. 

As I watch Rowan Williams (the lizard) settle down in his favourite 
hiding spot, I’m wondering what things I could let go of to make 
more time for prayer and reflection. I’m the kind of person who likes 
to be busy and always have something new happening but, this lent, 
I’m going to let my little dragon remind me to seek a simpler life and 
be content with the things I have. And hopefully that is something 
that Rowan Williams (the Archbishop) would approve of too! 

               Laura 

 
MOTHERS’ UNION 

LENT LUNCH 
Saturday 7 March  

12-2pm at St Michael’s 
Soup, roll, cake + drink - £8 
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Synod, thank you for the warmth of your 
welcome.  
I stand here among you by no means for 

the first time, but for the first time as the Archbishop of Canter-
bury. It is a humbling privilege to be called to serve in this role. It 
brings with it huge weight of responsibility, at a time when people 
love to remind me that the church faces significant challenges.  
But when the wind and the waves are rocking the boat, I am re-
minded that what I need to do is to focus on Christ, who calms the 
waters and stills the wind. With your help and with God’s grace, I 
pray that I am able to approach this ministry with calm, consisten-
cy and compassion – as we seek to be what the Church has for so 
long been: a stable presence in an unstable world.  
I have been overwhelmed by the encouragement, the prayers and 
support that I have received from countless people, both at home 
and across the Anglican Communion, the sense of being upheld by 
the prayers of so many is very precious and gives me hope.   
Do, please, continue to pray for me in the months and years to 
come, as I will always pray for you. I do not carry my new responsi-
bilities alone. We serve God’s church together, lay and ordained; 
uniquely reflecting God’s image into one another; offering our  

Excerpts from the presidential  

address by the Archbishop of  

Canterbury to General Synod in  

February 2026 
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richly varied gifts and perspectives; aspiring to treat one another 
with love, dignity and respect; setting our faces towards Christ and 
remembering his prayer that we should be one in our love for God 
and of one another.   
At my Confirmation of Election, I was deeply moved to be asked, 
during the Charge which was given to me, to ‘help the Church love 
itself more … believing that its best days are still to come’. And I do 
believe that this is true. Through every challenge, our hope in Christ 
remains - and our confidence in the Gospel, as good news for our 
nation and for God’s world, is not shaken.   
RS Thomas, in his poem The Bright Field, says:  

I have seen the sun break through  
to illuminate a small field  
for a while, and gone away  
and forgotten it. But that was the  
pearl of great price, the one field that had  
treasure in it.  

I see God’s Kingdom, the pearl of great price, revealed in countless 
places across the Church of England and the Anglican Communion. 
The Church of England is a Christian presence in every community. 
In parishes and chaplaincies across the country, day in and day out, 
faithful clergy and congregations worship God and love their neigh-
bours. With every Eucharist that is offered, with every prayer said; 
with every child helped to flourish in our schools; with every family 
cared for in times of celebration and of sorrow; with every night 
shelter and food bank; with each worship service, youth group and 
community lunch; with every effort to work for justice, dignity and 
fairness in our nation and our world – with all of this and so much 
more, we live out our calling to share the love of God with those 
around us. 
And across the global Anglican Communion, in its profound diversi-
ty, we see Anglicans offering that same hope to a world around 
them: working for peace in places of war, caring for the sick and  
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lifting up new generations of young people, and speaking of the 
hope that we find in Jesus Christ . 

Because with Christ, the Church is there in all those places and with 
all those people, and the Kingdom is made known. I rejoice in every 
example I see of this – the pearl of great price - glimpsed in faithful, 
local, sensitive, intelligent ministry which embodies and speaks of 
the Kingdom.  

---ooo-- 
So, what sort of Archbishop do I feel called to be? As I said when I 
accepted the nomination, as I respond to the Call of Christ in this 
new ministry, I remain rooted in my first calling: to follow Christ, to 
know him – and to make him known in the world. My Christian vo-
cation first led me to become a nurse – then later a priest, then a 
bishop, and now an archbishop. The theme that has run through of 
all those chapters of my life has been washing feet, and serving and 
caring for others.    
And so, I believe that I have been called to love and serve the Dio-
cese of Canterbury, the Church of England, and the Anglican Com-
munion, not through developing new programmes and initiatives, 
but by being a shepherd, who works collaboratively and in partner-
ship, enabling others to flourish.   

---ooo-- 
And nowhere is accountability more imperative than in relation to 
safeguarding, where in the past we have fallen tragically short. Safe-
guarding is a fundamental, non-negotiable responsibility, sharpened 
by our past failings and shaped by the work we still have to do. I am 
committed to bringing an approach of seriousness and focussed di-
rection to all matters relating to safeguarding in all contexts in the 
church. This approach must be trauma-informed, put victims and 
survivors at the heart of all we do and be committed to proper inde-
pendence.   
I am grateful for the countless parish safeguarding officers, diocesan 
safeguarding professionals and the National Safeguarding Team and 
survivors and victims, who have worked and continue to work to  
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make progress. Progress has been made, yet we are anything but 
complacent.   
We must be wholly committed to listening to victims and survivors, 
to independent scrutiny of our safeguarding practices, and to deliv-
ering timely and robust trauma-informed processes. We must be 
willing, always, for light to be shone on our actions and our deci-
sions. We can only begin to rebuild trust and confidence through 
openness and integrity.     

---ooo-- 
And so I pray that my ministry, shared with you, will be of hospitali-
ty and of breaking bread; that together we learn to be good guests 
and good hosts; that we might create places where people can 
grow towards one another in trust, where difference is held with 
grace; where we offer deeply of ourselves and value the gift of one 
another; where we are accountable for one another’s flourishing 
and where healing is possible.   
And I pray that our practice of hospitality may be offered as a mod-
el to a polarised world, speaking into the deepening divides in our 
society with the possibility of hope and of healing. Our calling is to 
live out that hope in a fractured and anxious world. And so, we 
must bridge the gap, for those who have no experience of church, 
to encounter Christ, by offering spaces of belonging, dignity, and 
conversation, where the love of God is encountered and the world 
is changed.   
As a shepherd, I will strive to be calm, consistent and compassion-
ate to all in this role. I commit myself to enabling the Church to be 
the Church. May we continue to offer ourselves in God’s service for 
God’s world: our hope rooted in the Gospel, and our confidence 
rooted in God, who holds the Church and its future in love.   
Please pray for me as I pray for you.   
Amen. 
Ed.  The full address can be found on the Church of England web-
site.  For more about General Synod, see the Rector’s article on pag-
es 17 and 18. 
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Regular Services and Worship in the Benefice 

Regular Services at St 
Michael’s 
Sundays 
8:00am Holy Communion (First 

Sundays & Major Festivals) 

10:00am Family Praise (1st Sunday) 

10:00am Holy Communion  

(2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays) 

Family Communion (3rd Sunday) 
Wednesdays 

9.30am  Holy Communion  

Thursdays 

9.30am  Morning Prayer 

Regular Services at St John’s 

Sundays 

10am Holy Communion 

 

Baptism @ 11.30am 

3rd Sunday of the month 

Other Services at St Michael’s 

Sundays 

1st Monday 10.00am  

        First Steps 

2nd Sunday 4:30pm  

        Messy Church                                      

3rd Sunday 6:00pm  

        Choral Evensong 

Last  Sunday 12:30pm  

       Holy Baptism 

Music in the Benefice 

St Michael’s Church 

Wednesdays 

6.00pm  Junior Choir Rehearsal 

7:00pm Senior Choir Rehearsal 

(except on the Weds before 1st 

Sunday) 

Friday before 1st Sunday 

6:30pm  Music Group & Senior 

Choir Rehearsal 

Baptism  Preparation  

First Saturday 10:30am  

at St Michael’s 

Bells Practice 

Every Thurs 7:30pm, St Michael’s 
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Deadlines 

The March Magazine deadline is: 

Monday 23 March 
Please send articles to: 

magazinestmichaelstjohn@gmail
.com 

and ctgreen@ntlworld.com 

Pew Sheet: 
every Wednesday   

@ 12 noon 
Contact  

Parish Office 
by email 

CHILDREN’S  SERVICES & ACTIVITIES 

First Steps 
Monday 

    2nd March 
 10am—11.30am 

Family Praise 

Sunday 1st 
March 
10am St Michael’s 

Come and join us at our … 

MESSY CHURCH  
for craft, story, song and food on 

Sunday 8th March 

4.30 - 5.45 pm 

at St Michael’s Church   Ages 0-11 yrs.  All Welcome 
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March Parish Walk 
on Rykneld Street in Sutton Park 

by Brian Homewood 
Mark Hodder provided the well attended talk about Rykneld Street 
at Wall in February  and promoted this walk for 

11 am on Saturday March 28th 

He is leading and told us we will see some of the archaeological 
sites in Sutton Park, including the Roman Rykneld Street.  There will 
be a £3 charge/walker but booking is not required. He states it is 
about 2 miles and finishes about 1pm. 
 

We meet at Banner’s Gate which is in the South West Corner of 
the park near the junction of Chester Road and Monmouth Drive. 
On Sat Navs use B73 6SD.  Birmingham City Council states there 
are toilets at Banner’s Gate Car Park. We cannot work out if the Car 
Park has charges. 
 

After the walk some of us will visit Hardwick Arms on Chester Road, 
B74 3DX.    This is an Ember Inns establishment and comes highly 
recommended by Tripadvisor. There are many food items of 
interest under £10. 
 

As usual we can provide transport. Please contact Brian Homewood 
on brian@britcave.co.uk if you require a lift.  Email will be best this 
month.      Elizabeth Allen will take calls on 07963 130004.      

Stainer’s Crucifixion 
Please mark Sunday 15 March at 6pm at St Michael’s in 

your diaries and come along to support the choir.  If 

you don’t know The Crucifixion it includes five hymns 

for the congregation to sing, so you’ll have plenty to do.  

mailto:brian@britcave.co.uk
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Film Club 
at St Michael’s Church 

FREE ADMISSION AND REFRESHMENTS 

Doors open at 1.30pm 

 

 
 

The Roses (2025) 
 

Satirical Black Comedy.  A tinderbox of competition and 

resentments underneath the façade of a picture-perfect couple is 

ignited when the husband's professional dreams come crashing 

down.  
Starring: Olivia Colman and Benedict Cumberbatch  

  

Monday 2nd March  2.00pm start 

Tea/Coffee  and cake will be served 

at the interval 

All Welcome 

Dead of Winter (2025) 

 

A woman, travelling alone through snowbound northern 
Minnesota, interrupts the kidnapping of a teenage girl. Hours from 
the nearest town and with no phone service, she realizes that she 

is the young girl's only hope.  
 

Starring:  Emma Thompson, Judy Greer and Marc Menchaca 
 

Monday 6th April (tbc)  2.00pm start 
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SAINT MICHAEL’S CHURCHYARD 
WORKING PARTY 

 

We will be meeting on 
 

SATURDAY 21 MARCH 
 

from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30p.m. 
 

Refreshments (Tea/Coffee/Cake) will 
be provided  

during the Mid-Morning  Break 
 

We normally meet every third 
Saturday, so the dates going forward 

will be: 
18 April,16 May and 20 June 

 
For more information please contact: 

Sheila Irvine 
07946 859116  
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Distribution Day for the April magazine 

will be Sunday 29 March 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICES - 6 MARCH 
All are welcome to attend these services held at  Holy Cross Church, 

Chapel Lane at 10.30am and 7pm on Friday March 6th.  This year 
the service has been prepared by an ecumenical group of Christian 

women from Nigeria. The theme is "I will give you rest, come". 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY  
TO MICHAEL’S HOME-BOX HOLDERS 

Just a reminder that March is our annual month for me to collect 
in, count and send off our contributions. With Sonia’s help we will 
collect boxes, cash and cheques from you at church, or I am very 
happy to collect yours from your home if you wish. My phone num-
ber is on the bottom of your box. Many thanks.     Maureen Duff 

EASTER FLOWERS AT ST MICHAEL’S 

We will be decorating St Michael’s church for Easter Sunday on  

Saturday April 4th from 10am 
and welcome all who would like to help. 

If you would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one, 
please put the money, the name of the person and your message 

into a blue Gift Aid envelope and mark it “Easter Flowers.” 
Many thanks 

Anne Lingwood  
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Some thoughts on General Synod by the Rector 
 

This February I went as an elected member of the House of Clergy to 
General Synod at Church House in Westminster. It’s a 5 day thing, 
with very long days (9am-7.30pm with only one break), plus worship 
and fringe meetings either side. Being a member of General Synod I 
think is a calling, and given the time/energy commitments it’s not 
one we enter lightly!  

There are some great things about being a representative – it feels 
exciting to be at the centre of decision making, you get to meet won-
derful people from the breadth and depth of the Church of England, 
and sometimes you feel like there is some real good to be done, and 
it’s great to be a part of that. This session, we had a wonderful de-
bate about promoting the use of sustainable flowers in Churches, we 
made progress in freeing up Military Chaplains to work freely where 
they need to and not be constrained to a particular diocese, and we 
talked about how to support people from working class backgrounds 
in their vocations. I attended a fringe meeting led by businesswoman 
(and Dragon’s Den Dragon!) Deborah Meaden and wildlife expert 
Chris Packham challenging us to use more of the Church of England’s 
land to promote biodiversity.  

It isn’t always so great… sometimes the debates and decisions (or 
lack of decisions) reveal the deepest wounds and divisions in the 
Church. We had about 8 hours of debate on the Living in Love and 
Faith process, which really highlighted our issues, and was tiring and 
upsetting at times. Living in Love and Faith was a process we started 
quite a few years ago now to try and right some of the Church’s 
wrongs in how we have treated LGBT+ people and to work out 
whether we can offer blessings and marriages for same sex couples 
in our Churches, and allow gay clergy to marry their partners. For 
those of us who long for change… don’t listen to the headlines! We 
are now allowed to offer prayers of blessing for same sex relation-
ships within our usual services (a small change I know) and although  
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Living in Love and Faith has ended, new working groups are being 
set up to work towards making services of blessing, and clergy to be 
in same sex marriages, possible… so it’s not over! Change is hard 
and sometimes it takes a long time, and this time it’s taking longer 
than we thought, but I hope we will get there.  

This year we have elections for both Deanery Synod and General 
Synod. I was elected in a by-election and haven’t done a full term 
yet and feel called to stand for election again. If you would like to 
know more about standing for General Synod as a lay person then 
please get in touch if you want to know more. Expenses (including 
loss of earnings for those who have to take time off work) are paid.  

The most important thing to tell you is that lay people on Deanery 
Synod are the electorate for the house of laity of General Synod. We 
are currently lacking our full complement of Deanery Synod repre-
sentatives. The house of laity at General Synod is always our most 
conservative house, with Churches with homophobic views, or who 
don’t allow women to minister, being over-represented. Churches 
like ours with more middle of the road or progressive views are the 
majority in the C of E, but are underrepresented at Synod. Let’s 
make sure our voices are being heard! If you would be willing to 
stand for Deanery Synod and want to have a say in who represents 
us in General Synod then please fill in a nomination form or talk to 

me.              Abbie 
 

From Logan Pritchard 
Director of Music at St Michael’s 

Hello, I’m Logan! I have greatly enjoyed my time at St. 
Michael’s in my role as Director of Music so far. I am incredibly 
grateful to you all for making me so welcome: I have never eaten so 
much cake in my life! Prior to my appointment, I was the Organist 
and Director of Music at a Parish Church in Sutton Coldfield, a role I 
held for three years shortly after graduating from Royal Birmingham  
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Conservatoire in 
2022.  
 

My love for church 
music began when 
starting out as a 
chorister at the age 
of ten. I distinctly 
remember singing 
the first verse of 
‘Away in a Manger’ 

for my audition, and the rest is history! I greatly enjoyed immersing 
myself in church life, and all of the wonderful music written for it. 
Highlights of this period include visits to Germany, York Minster, and 
Notre Dame De Paris, which stoked my passion for the French Organ 
Repertoire. As such, my final year at the Conservatoire was spent 
writing two dissertations- one on the French Classical Organ Tradi-
tion, and the other on Victorian Hymnody and the Oxford Move-
ment.  

Since graduating, I enjoy a busy and varied schedule of piano 
teaching both privately, and at Eversfield Preparatory School, Soli-
hull, as well as continuing my organ studies at St. Chad’s Cathedral 
with Professor David Saint. I was delighted to have become a Col-
league of the Royal College of Organists last Summer, and hope to 
achieve Associateship later this year. I’m also the recipient of the 
Stanley Vann Scholarship in Anglican Choral Conducting 2025/26.  

My partner, Chloe, and I moved to Lichfield in November 2024, 
and have greatly enjoyed building a home together here; it’s the 
perfect midway point between my parents, who live in Aldridge, and 
Chloe’s in Tatenhill. Outside of my musical commitments, I am 
known to be partial to food, wine(s), and walks in nature. I am in-
credibly proud of the standard of music-making that was achieved in 
our Advent and Christmas services, and very much look forward to 
all that is to come during Holy Week and Easter- particularly con-
ducting Stainer’s Crucifixion. It will be upon us before we know it! 
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So far this year we have held two meetings. one where we followed 
the Wave of prayer and the other being our A.G.M.  At the end of 
February we will be going out for lunch at The Inkwell.  

 

Don't forget that we will be providing the Lent Lunch again  on 
March 7th.  Do come and support M.U. charities while enjoying 
home made soup, cake and a hot drink.  This year is the 150th anni-
versary of the world -wide organisation  and we will have a display 
to mark the occasion. 

 

Mothering Sunday falls on March 15th and June is arranging a group 
of posy-makers on 13th. As most mothers are also wives you might 
find the last chapter of the Book of Proverbs, entitled The Capable 
Wife thought provoking or entertaining or amusing, So, having stud-
ied it carefully I need to learn how to " spin wool and linen cloth" 
then "fetch food from faraway places " and remember to always 
"speak with a gentle wisdom". I know it will all be worthwhile be-
cause my "children will show their appreciation". 

 

Obviously the term Superwoman is not as modern as we thought. 

               Betty Lyne 

Article is taken from Mothers’ Union 
Connected magazine 

 

Mothers’ Union work covers three core pillars 

MU makes a meaningful difference in the lives of millions worldwide 
through their unique, faith-based and community-led approach to 
tackling poverty, injustice and violence. They understand that these  
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challenges are deeply interconnected and as such, their response is 
holistic, while confronting the systemic causes and consequences 
of marginalisation and oppression. 
 

MU use an Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD) approach 
to unlock local potential. Rather than imposing external solutions, 
they help communities recognise, value and build on their existing 
strengths. This model fosters self-sufficiency, replaces dependency 
with dignity, and ensures that solutions are driven and sustained by 
local people. The result is not just transformed lives, but 
communities strengthened from within, capable of sustaining 
change long into the future. 
 

Ending Injustice: advancing gender justice 
Mothers’ Union are committed to challenging the deep-rooted 
injustices that prevent individuals, particularly women and girls, 
from reaching their full potential. Our work focuses on promoting 
gender equality, advocating for human rights and addressing 
systemic inequalities that fuel discrimination and marginalisation. 
Members stand at the forefront of change: campaigning for access 
to education, amplifying the voices of people who are not being 
heard and equipping communities to challenge harmful practices. 
Guided by faith and grounded in dignity, they strive to create a 
world where justice is not a privilege, but a right shared by all. 
 

Ending Violence: promoting peace and safety 

Mothers’ Union believe that every person has the right to live in 
safety, free from violence, fear and harm. Across their global  
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movement, they work tirelessly to end violence in all its forms, espe-
cially gender-based and domestic violence.  They promote peace by 
fostering healthy relationships within families and communities, sup-
porting survivors and challenging harmful cultural norms. From com-
munity education and advocacy to practical support and safe spaces, 
MU members are at the heart of this mission. Empowered by faith 
and compassion, we walk alongside individuals and families, helping 
to build stronger, safer communities where dignity and respect pre-
vail. 
 

Ending Poverty: fostering self reliance 
Mothers’ Union believe that poverty is not inevitable and that lasting 
change begins within communities. In 2024, members supported 
over 2,700.000 people across 35 provinces through practical, locally 
led programmes focused on economic empowerment, education and 
resilience. 
 

Mothers’ Union founder, Mary Sumner put families, in all of their 
complexity, at the centre of her work and mission. She believed that 
Christian faith should lie at the centre of family life and that society 
was only ever as strong as the families that formed its bedrock. 
150 years later, Mothers’ Union has supported communities world-
wide. They want to see a world where everyone prospers; they ac-
tively pursue this through prayer and faith in action. Their movement 
seeks to bring about justice, challenge prejudice and advocate 
change. 
 

Mothers’ Union aim to show their Christian faith by supporting the 
sustainable transformation of communities around the corner and 
around the world. They do this by helping to nurture strong relation-
ships at all levels, promoting peace and reconciliation locally, nation-
ally and globally. 
Whatever the need in their communities, no matter how big or 
small, Mothers’ Union members remain there to help provide sup-
port and love, free of judgement. 
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We welcome everyone who cares about supporting family and com-
munity life – whether you are female or male, a parent, grandparent 
single or married. We believe that supporting families and communi-
ties is a collective effort that benefits from diverse perspectives. 
Whoever you are, you have a place in the MU family!  While women-
led, our movement is not just for women. Families are built on the 
contributions of all the members and the unique gifts and experienc-
es they contribute! We welcome men to join our movement as part-
ners in creating positive change within their communities. 

Visit www.mothersunion.org/get-involved/join-us-today  

As a member or friend of our global movement, the change we can 
achieve together is priceless! 

Open Garden at Knowle Lodge 
Sunday 8th March 1pm – 5pm. 

An opportunity to view the Spring beauty of the gardens at 
Knowle Lodge, (London Road, Lichfield, WS14 9RB) with drinks 
and cake provided and served by members and friends of St. 

John’s Church. 
The event, part of the National Open Gardens Scheme, raises 

funds for various national charities. Admission is £4 for adults and 
free for children. The proceeds from the sale of refreshments will 

help to support the upkeep and work of St. John’s Church. 

http://www.mothersunion.org/get-involved/join-us-today
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Community Interest Company in Lichfield 

Candied Appeal CIC 

Candied Appeal is a not for profit, initiative offering retreat days and 
workshops as well as seasonal baked goods.  
The Christian retreat days are led by Lindsey Hall and seek to create 
spaces for exploration of Scripture, reflection on what that means for 
us today and activities which enable us to take something forward 
from the day. They are open to all who are interested in the Christian 
faith and how it informs the way we live in our struggling and 
conflicted world.  

Retreat Days in 2026: 

Words from the Cross 
Friday 27th March  
Between the four Gospels, Jesus speaks seven times from the cross. 
As we approach Holy Week and Easter, this retreat day will explore 
the words of Jesus from the cross, how they help us understand the 
focus of each Gospel and some of the ways we might travel with 
those words in the coming days.  The day will include a hands-on 
activity, Bible engagement and reflection. 
 

Identity, patriotism and Loving our Neighbour 
Friday 24th April 
The focus of this retreat day, the day after St George’s Day, is what it 
means to have a national identity and a Christian identity. Together 
we will   explore our identity in Christ and patriotism; how the call to 
love our neighbours frames our love of country and how we 
understand ourselves as citizens of ‘two kingdoms’. 
 

Each retreat day runs from 10am - 3pm at St Chad’s Church Hall, 
Gifford’s Croft, Lichfield, WS13 7HD. There is parking available at  

the Hall. Lunch and refreshments throughout the day are included. 
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You can find out more and book at: https://
www.candiedappeal.org.uk/retreats 

 
 
 
   

 

Walking in the Way of Christ in our later years 
 

By the time you read this we will have completed our six week bible 
study called “Walking in the Way of Christ in our later years” which 
started on 8th January. One of the sessions was called “Growing” 
using Romans 8:35-39, as our guide. This passage asks the question 
“ Who will separate us from the love of Christ?”  
In researching my presentation for this session, some AI generated 
content came up with the following words which I offer as a poem: 
 

Who told you it was over 
just because you retired?                                                              

Who decided that wisdom expires 
when the knees ache 

and the calendar thins out? 
 

Because it wasn’t God. 

NEW 

Hung On the Tree: Holy Week and Easter Retreat 
Monday 16th March  
Reflecting on the tradition of the cross as a tree (Acts 5.30, 1 Peter 

2:24) and crucifixion as a life-giving act for all of creation, we will 

explore the cycle of death and rebirth in nature and the extraordi-

nary event of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. 10am -3.30pm at 

Shallowford House, Stone, ST15 0NZ 
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Not trouble. Not loss. 
Not the names you whisper at gravesides. 

Not the body that argues with you every morning.                                       
None of it has the authority to evict you from God’s love. 

 

You are not shelved. 
You are not background noise. 

You are not killing time until time kills you.                                                
Heaven did not grow silent when your job title disappeared. 

 

The love that carried you through wars and weddings, 
through layoffs and laughter, through long nights asking                                                                     
“Was any of it worth it?” has not loosened its grip now. 

 

Time does not outrank eternity. 
Death does not outrank resurrection. 

And retirement does not outrank calling. 

 

You are still called. Still chosen., 
Still a threat to darkness, 

just by showing up breathing. 

 

And when your strength feels smaller 
God’s grip is not. 

 

Nothing behind you disqualifies you. 
Nothing ahead of you scares God. 

Nothing above, below, within, or beyond 
can pry you loose from a love 
that already decided to finish 

what it started. 

 

So stand. 
Sit. 

Walk slowly, if you have to.                                                                                
But don’t you dare disappear. 

        Brian Rostill 
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St Chad 
 

On 2 March the feast of St Chad will 
be celebrated in Lichfield and 
adjoining areas. Lichfield is not the 
only cathedral city which is identified 
in the public mind with a particular 
saint but the link between St Chad 
and Lichfield is especially strong in 
public understanding.  What marked 
him out was his selfless devotion to 
duty and mission, and his impact 
must have been substantial because 
he served for less than three years as 
Bishop of Lichfield [AD 669-672] 
before his unexpected death. 
 

In her Mercia: the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Central England [2001] 
Sarah Zaluckyj  indicates that she believed that there were thirty 
three ancient church dedications to St Chad, largely within the 
original diocese of Lichfield which in medieval times embraced 
Cheshire, South Lancashire and Shropshire, as well as Staffordshire. 
The figure of thirty three is confirmed by Francis Bond in his 
magisterial Dedications and Patron Saints of English Churches [1914]. 
Bond was a very reliable analyst of this type of data, so we can be 
confident about this statistic. However, my instincts are that this 
figure is a minimum starting point and that the veneration of St Chad 
may have extended much further afield and there are further 
indications of further celebration of this pious saint in ‘lost’ church 
dedications and in place names. 
 

Chadwell Heath in Essex, for example, delivers on two accounts. The 
place name reminds us that there was in pre-Reformation times a St 
Chad’s Well at that much more distant location and, therefore, it 
reveals the element of veneration as well. Apparently, the name of  
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the well arose from a visit that St Chad made to visit his brother St 
Cedd who was based at Bradwell. 
 

In our region the place names of Chaddesden in Derbyshire; a lost 
settlement near Rugeley on the River Trent named ‘Chadesholme’; 
and Chadsmoor, just west of Cannock, are three examples of place 
names which celebrate our local saint and will have arisen because of 
the pilgrim routes which brought believers to his shrine at Lichfield. 
Along with the existing church dedications these are part of the 
wider evidence which enables us to know that there were at least six 
identifiable St Chad pilgrim routes approaching Lichfield.  
              Trevor James 

Wall WI Report 
The first meeting of the year, and it went off with a giggle!  As our 
topic “How to be healthy easily” instructed by Paul Langford was 
lighthearted and fun.    He deals in sports science and health fitness.  
He made it fun and easy to see how we can be healthy with how we 
eat the right food  (eat the rainbow a good suggestion) and simple 
exercises for certain bodily conditions.  We sang and used easy 
methods to move our muscles.  It was a good start of our yearly 
meetings to be together and to have a laugh too, considering the 
very wet weather and grey days we are experiencing. 

Concert at St Michael’s Church 
Saturday 11 April at 7.30 pm 

The Needwood Singers and Orchestra 
 

Mozartõs Solemn Vespers 
Haydnõs Little Organ Mass 

Purcellõs Te Deam 
 

Tickets £15 and U16s free from Phil on 07973 239693, Barton Post 
Office, or online  at www.theneedwoodsingers.co.uk 
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Other items on our agenda were details of events at Stafford 
Showground – 21st April a special day to hear Julia Bradbury speak.  A 
botanic drawing workshop,  further information is with Stafford 
office.  The Quiz we always have every year is to be on 18th April. 
Our next monthly lunch will be sometime in March.  Date to be 
announced. 
The March meeting on 10th is all about French….  Fun with French,  
some of us may be Refreshing or maybe learning something “New”.  
2.00p.m  Tuesday 10th Wall Village Hall.  Come along. 
       Margaret Wilcox 
                                                                 Vice President 
 

A Musical Weekend with our Choir  
Colleagues from Limburg 

 

The programme for the visit of the choir from the Evange-
lischekirche in Limburg is beginning to firm up. 
 

Friday 17 April - Arrive in early evening 
 

Day - Saturday 18 April - Tour of Lichfield  & rehearsals 
 

Evening Saturday 18 April - Free concert by the two 
choirs, with refreshments @ St Michael’s (all wel-
come) 
Sunday 19 April: 
Morning - Joint choirs sing at Family Communion 
Afternoon - Joint choirs sing at Evensong (4pm tbc) 
Evening - Barn Dance in Boley Park Hall (all welcome) 
 

Monday 19 - Visit to Birmingham 
Tuesday 20 - Depart early in the morning 
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What the Churchyard Working Party did in February 
Once more we were very fortunate with the weather.  Not so sunny 
as last time – but it wasn’t raining – which feels a little like a miracle. 
Concern was expressed for Maureen on arrival walking up the steep 
path to the church, as she appeared a little out of breath – but she 
was determined to set out and clean the notice boards and then hap-
pily joined the crew at cuppa and cake break, with Lesley. 

Barbara was tackling 
the herb garden again 
and she has reported 
the following: She was 
re-establishing the 
pathway around the 
herb garden and she 
was grateful for David’s 
help in collecting the 
wood chippings from 
the felled tree, and 

putting them onto the pathway.  Also dock leaves had to be removed 
from the lavender hedge, and from over other herbs.  She has also 
refilled the little pond, which needs cleaning out and refilling each 
time. 
Phil, Matthew and Sheila did a bit of weeding and tidying of the tow-
er beds until break time and were pleased to see Lesley walking up 
the path to come and make the drinks and bring cakes for us. 
Some members of the group had to leave after the break, but 
Matthew and Sheila – then joined by David, cleared a few more 
brambles in an area of snowdrops, and bluebells and daffodils still to 
appear.  After half an hour Sheila and Matthew left David working 
away and went inside to assess what storage space would be useful 
for all the tools that we use.  We had a brief visit from Georgie, who 
brought Abbie with her, and in usual dog style tried to take one of 
Sheila’s gardening gloves!  But this was retrieved quite quickly by Ab-
bie.   
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Sheila then returned all the tools to their current storage space whilst 
Matthew cleaned and put away the tools that had been used that 
morning.  Before leaving Sheila could see that David had also re-
moved a fallen branch and cut it up to put on the nearest log pile. 
Well done team. 
PS Later watching the curling reminded me that at the end this morn-
ing I was sweeping up after us and had to take a break to get my 
breath back – so I can confirm that sweeping is a good cardio work 
out!              Sheila Irvine 
 
 

Those Winter Sundays 
 

Sundays too my father got up early 
and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold, 

then with cracked hands that ached 
from labor in the weekday weather made 

banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him. 
 

I’d wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking. 
When the rooms were warm, he’d call, 

and slowly I would rise and dress, 
fearing the chronic angers of that house, 

 
Speaking indifferently to him, 
who had driven out the cold 

and polished my good shoes as well. 
What did I know, what did I know 

of love’s austere and lonely offices? 
Robert Hayden 

 
American poet, 1962 

(1913-1980) 
 

Thanks to Helen Barton for sharing this poem. 
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Bible Readings 

Sunday 1 March 
Second Sunday of  Lent 
(Purple) 
Romans 4.1-5, 13-17 
John 3.1-17 
 
Sunday 8 March 
Third Sunday of  Lent 
(Purple) 
Romans 5.1-11 
John 4.5-42 
 
Sunday 15 March 
Fourth Sunday of  Lent 
Mothering Sunday 
(Purple) 
Exodus 2.1-10 
John 19.25b -27 
 
Sunday 22 March 
Fifth Sunday of  Lent 
(Purple) 
Ezekiel 37.1-14 
John 11.1-45 
 
Sunday 29 March 
Palm Sunday 
(Red) 
Philippians 2.5-11 
Matthew 21.1-11 

Sunday 5 April 
Easter Sunday 
(Gold or White) 
John 20.1-18 
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St Michael’s Rota – March 2026 

Sunday  
08.00 am 

1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 March 

Sidesperson Brian Smith     

 
Sunday  
10.00 am 
 

1 March 
 
Family Praise 

8 March 
 
 

15 March 
 
Family 
Communion 
 
Mothering 
Sunday 

22 March 
 
 
 

29 March 
 
Palm Sunday 

 
Sidespersons 

Maureen 
Brand 
Mike Jones 
 

Judy and Mike 
Godfrey 

Viv Oliver 
Maureen 
Brand 

Audrey Dudley 
 
Linda Bannister 

Ted Green 
Mike Jones 

Reader  Maureen 
Brand 

 Kay Martin Brian Rostill 

 
Servers 

 Kay Martin 
Elizabeth 
Allen 

Kay Martin 
Steven Evans 

Kay Martin 
Elizabeth Salt 

Kay Martin 
Steven Evans 

Intercessor  Robert Money  Trevor James Brian Rostill 

Coffee Elizabeth Allen 
Sylvia 
Burkinshaw 

Sonia Doidge 
Lesley Allen 

Gosia Evans 
Angela 
Burgess 

Sarah Side 
Judy Godfrey 

June Frayn 
Betty Lyne 

 

Sunday 
6.00 pm 
 

1 March 
 
No service 

8 March 
 
No service 
 

15 March 
 
Evensong  

22 March 
 
No service 
 

29 March 

Sidesperson   Lyn Shiel   

Reader   Lyn Shiel   

 

 
7.00 pm 

30 March 
 
Compline 

31 March 
 
Compline 

Sidesperson Maureen Brand Anne Whatson 
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From the Registers 
Baptisms   

   

   

Wedding   

   

Funerals,  
Interment of 
Ashes 
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ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE 
If you would like to advertise here, the prices per year are: 

 

Full page   £280 

Half Page   £150 

Quarter Page £85 

Eighth Page  £50 
 

Please contact the office    

 '01543 262211       
:office@stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk 

FLOODLIGHTING 
Sponsor St Michael’s floodlights to mark a 
special  occasion or remember a loved one! 
Your donation will brighten up the skies 
over Lichfield for the night. 
Contact the United Benefice Office on  
01543 262211 

MEMORIAL BOOK 

Having the name of a loved one written in our Memorial Book is 

another way of remembering  their life.  The Book is kept in the 

case in the Prayer Corner and the pages are turned twice a week, 

so that names are visible through the glass on the date of their 

death.  It costs £10 to insert a name.  Please contact the Parish 

Office on 01543-262211 or stmichaellichfield@gmail.com if you 

would like an application form. 
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P.J. NEVILLE 
MEMORIALS 

Hand carved quality                 
memorials.  Renewals.             
Additional inscriptions.       

House numbers.                    
Home visits and brochure at no 

extra cost. 

Willow Court, Tamworth 

Road, Lichfield, Staffs. 

WS14 9HD 

Telephone and fax:  

01543 263440 

G. A. CANNELL 
MEMORIALS 

(Lichfield) 
Memorials; House Names; 
Renovations; Plaques 

Curborough Hall Farm, Watery 
Lane, 

Lichfield WS13 8ES 
 

Tel: (01543) 256395 
Email: 

info@cannellmemorials.com 
 

Open: Mon-Thurs 9am – 4.30pm 
Fri/Sat :By Appointment only 
www.cannellmemorials.com 
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Who’s Who 

St Michaels PCC 

Churchwarden:  
Sue Jones  415242 

Stephen Oliver 258054.  
Assistant Wardens:  
David Easton 255308  
June Frayn 264920 

Ted Green  07704 531615 
Lyn Shiel 320437 
Treasurer: Viv Oliver 258054 

PCC Secretary: Ruth Pugh 

Stewardship Recorder: Viv Oliver 258054 

Electoral Roll Officer: Mike Godfrey 264255 

Safeguarding:  
Sue Jones  415242 

St John’s PCC 

Churchwardens: 
John Alsop 480240 

Assistant Churchwardens: 
Christine Higgs 410351 

Linda Rubisch 07813 096050  
Treasurer: Paul Wright  483230  
Assistant Treasurer & Gift Aid Secretary 

Linda Rubisch 07813 096050  

PCC Secretary: Paul Wright  483230  
PCC Lay Vice Chair: Christine Higgs 410351 
Electoral Roll:  Linda Rubisch 07813096050  

St Michael’s Church 

Verger: Lynn Rock 252634 or 07765 312411 

Sacristan: Kay Martin 268318 
kay.martin8@btinternet.com 
Sacristan Administrator: 
Maggie Easton 255308 
Director of Music:  
Logan Pritchard 07506 973080 
Music Group: 
Richard Brooks 07918 906 350 

Pastoral Care: Revd Helen Barton  257692 

Flowers: Brenda Liptrot 07980 011150  
Bell Ringers: Gillian Eastwood 
07568134115 Thursdays, 7:30pm to 
8:55pm.   
gillieastwood@gmail.com 

Mothers Union:  Elizabeth Allen  477171 
 

St John’s Church, Wall 

Vergers:   
Hilary Barker  482027 
Linda Rubisch  07813 096050  
 

Safeguarding:  
 
 

Other Useful Numbers 

St Michael’s School: 227425 

  

Benefice Magazine 

Magazine Distributor: 
Steve Oliver 07872 673991 
email: vivoliver@ntlworld.com  
Magazine Editor: Ted Green 
ctgreen@ntlworld.com 
07704 531615 

Scouting and Guiding 

Group Scout Leader Carl Hall 07988 685378  chair@7thlichfield.org.uk  
Rainbows: Becky Bickley 07703 671568          Hannah Heath 07854 824443 
                    Vicki Davies Friend 07970 549284                  
Brownies: Julie Cragg 301098       Guides: Lisa Webb 07900 164587 
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