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Reflection for September…
Many people see September as the
ending of summer, a time when the
evenings draw in, the weather cools and
winter is on its way – but not me! I have
always seen September as an exciting,
new start.
Having spent most of my life in education, first as a pupil at school,
then as a student at university and finally back at school as a teacher,
my years started in September, with the beginning of the academic
year. It was a time to go back, refreshed after the holidays, with new
teachers and later, new classes, and a chance to start afresh. It was a
time of anticipation and possibilities.
This year it will be a rather different start for many, returning to
school, not after the usual 6 weeks holiday, but after nearly 6 months
away, due to the pandemic. For parents too, it may mean the return to
their places of work after a similar amount of time, being home-based.
Things will be very different in so many ways.
With a new start can come excitement and anticipation, but also
concerns and anxieties. Things will be the same as before, in some
ways, but very different in others. The same applies to all of us, as the
country comes out of lockdown and life starts to return to a “new
normal”. In this somewhat unsettling time, it is important to focus on
what is familiar and beautiful around us.
Maybe this year, even more than usual, we need to appreciate that
autumn is a beautiful season. With an abundance of fruit ripening on
the trees, and the leaves turning to a vast range of colours, from
yellow through to deep red, we can enjoy nature’s stunning artistry,
enhanced, hopefully, by the autumn sunshine. Albert Camus, the
French author described autumn as “a second spring when every leaf
is a flower”. We may not have the splendour of New England, but old
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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England can put on a pretty good show.
When the leaves have had their moment of glory, the tree lets them
go and they fall to the ground, where they can rot down to provide
nutrients for the tree and for other plants. The tree has not died, but it
is time for those leaves to go so that, in due season, new leaves can
develop. Autumn shows that there is beauty in letting go and in
change.
For us too, autumn can be a time for letting go, especially this year.
There are many things that have changed, quite unexpectedly. It is
easy to look back and to long for what has gone before. This can lead
to dissatisfaction for what we have now and, if we are not careful, we
can expend our energy on hankering after things from the past.
We have come a long way since the start of the pandemic and, while
we still have a way to go, we have much to appreciate and cherish.
Autumn is a good time of year to look objectively at our lives and how
we live them, so that we can let go of things that are holding us back
or weighing us down. It can be a new start in many different ways.
In John 14.6, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life”. Perhaps
this is something we should concentrate on as we move into autumn,
praying for guidance to see what we should let go of and what we
should focus on, to centre our lives on Jesus, the wonderful constant
throughout all of life’s seasons.
Rev Ruth Bull

Deadlines!
For OCTOBER Magazine: Deadline is

MONDAY 12th September
Contact David Bull

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Have you ever considered….?
I have been Parish Magazine Editor for quite a number of years now. I
have enjoyed this role and am pleased with how the magazine has developed over that time. However, I feel it is now time for someone
with fresh ideas to take over. I intend to continue until the end of the
year and trust that, by then, someone will have come forward to take
on this role.

The magazine is an important channel for the church to communicate
with a wide range of people. It is amazing how widely the printed copy
is read and, of course, it is also now available on the church website. I
know, from comments I have received, how much people appreciate
and enjoy the magazine.
Being editor is not an onerous task. Thanks to the wonderful work
done by the amazing Angie, there is no need for the editor to have too
many IT skills as she does all the formatting involved in the production
of the magazine.
The tasks of the editor really are: encouraging people to write articles;
perhaps coming up with ideas for new features; gently reminding the
Ministry Team members when it is their turn to write the Reflection;
finding a suitable quotation for the And finally…. feature; reading
through the magazine before it is printed.
Please do consider whether this is something you could take on – maybe with a friend? I look forward to hearing from you, on 01543 252123
or at dkbull053@hotmail.co.uk
David Bull

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk

5

THE CHAD BLOG
TREASURED POSSESSION
During this period of lockdown, with no evening meetings to attend,
I have been watching more television than before – and have
become acquainted with some wonderful programmes, such as The
Repair Shop. For those of you who haven’t discovered this gem, The
Repair Shop is a barn inhabited by the widest range of skilled
craftspeople you could ever imagine; able to repair and restore
every conceivable kind of object. Every week, four treasured
possessions in a terrible state of malfunction or dereliction are
brought by their respective owners. And every week four miraculous
transformations occur, as the objects are skilfully and lovingly
restored to the best possible version of themselves they can be.
What gives the programme its power is the story that is connected
with each object, for invariably the possessions are treasured
because of the memories associated with them, memories which
often link family members from one generation to another.
So when the owner comes to the Repair Shop to collect their
restored object and is astounded by the transformation that has
been brought about, tears often flow, in the Shop and on the
nation’s sofas, because in repairing the treasured possession, a
treasured relationship has been honoured, strengthened, even
brought back to life.
The Repair Shop has caused me to reflect on the way in which
relationships can be expressed through inanimate objects, especially
in the light of the recent debates about the place of statues and
memorials in churches and in other public places.
In truth I have always had a problem with any kind of memorials in
churches because all of them, whether commemorating an
individual’s faithful service to God or benefaction to the church, are
in essence honouring ‘(wo)man’ whereas the whole point and
purpose of a church is to honour God. At best memorials are
inappropriate distractions, at worst, in the case of the most
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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ostentatious and self-regarding ones, they are surely blasphemous.
The difficulties that arise with statues in public places result from
contested views as to who is worthy of honour and of our shared
history. As we have seen with the debates sparked by Black Lives
Matter, the more that we subject individual lives and past history to
scrutiny, the more questions arise. And whoever we put on plinths,
philanthropists or generals, nurses or clergy, there is always the
possibility that they may one day be judged unworthy, for which of
our lives would stand up to the closest examination?
As Jesus said, in response to the rich young man, ‘only one is good’ ie only God. It is He alone that is worthy of unambiguous honour and
praise. He alone who is impervious to shifting moral, cultural and
historical perspectives; for He represents absolute goodness, truth
and love, which cannot be relativized in any way.
Our churches should be the purest possible conduits for honouring
God, and as for our instinctive desire to put people on pedestals…
perhaps it is safer and healthier to let them be remembered through
cherished objects that have meaning for those who knew them best,
warts and all.
Often those who bring objects to the Repair Shop are not looking for
a perfect restoration to mint condition, because they want to
preserve the original authentic character of the object. They may wish
to preserve some imperfections because particular memories are
associated with them e.g. a shrapnel - dented helmet that saved the
life of their soldier grandfather.
Perhaps that is why the Repair Shop feels a little like church, a place
where imperfections are not erased but acknowledged, and worked
with. A place where we, through God’s grace, can be restored to the
best possible versions of ourselves and honoured as God’s treasured
possessions.
+Clive Wulfrun
Published 1st August 2020
LARGE COPIES of the magazine are available on request
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Gregory the Great,
Bishop,
teacher of the faith,
604

64th Pope
Gregory was born in 540, the son of a Roman senator. As a young
man he pursued a governmental career, and, in 573, was made
Prefect of the city of Rome. Following the death of his father, he
resigned his office, sold his in heritance, and became a monk. In 579
he was sent by the Pope to Constantinople to be his representative to
the Patriarch. He returned to Rome in 586, and was himself elected
Pope in 590. At a time of political turmoil, Gregory proved an astute
administrator and diplomat, securing peace with the Lombards. He
initiated the mission to England, sending Augustine and forty monks
from his own monastery to refound the English Church. His writings
are pastorally orientated. His spirituality was animated by a dynamic
of love and desire for God. Indeed, he is sometimes called the ‘Doctor
of desire’. For Gregory, desire was a metaphor for the journey into
God. As Pope, he styled himself ‘Servant of the servants of God’ - a
title which typified his personality and ministry. He died in 604.
From ‘Exalting Holiness—Collects & Readings for the Festivals &
Lesser Festivals of the Calendar of the Church of England’
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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COLLECT for 3rd September, Gregory the Great
Merciful Father,
Who chose your bishop Gregory
To be a servant of the servants of God:
Grant that, like him, we may ever long serve you
By proclaim ming your gospel to the nations,
And may ever rejoice to sing your praises; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord,
Who is alive and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and for ever

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Possible ‘Safe’ and Easily Accessible Places to Visit
this Summer and Autumn.
Shugborough Hall Park [National Trust]. Once inside the control point,
there is very little restriction on movement. The Walled Garden is well
worth exploring and it is possible to walk all around the formal
gardens, including as far as the Chinese House, and along by the River
Sow. The café is open for take-away items, on a one-way system. Prebooking is essential.
Bolsover Castle [English Heritage]. Once inside there is a signposted
route which takes one through the Riding School, into the ruins of the
Great Hall and then into the more recent castle. There are plenty of
informative boards. It is ideal for grandparents trying to entertain and
educate young people. It is a very open site. The café is open for takeout items on a one-way system, with tables available, suitably
distanced, in the parkland. The shop is open. Pre-booking is essential.
National Memorial Arboretum [Royal British Legion] at Alrewas. Once
inside the control point, there is guidance to the area beyond the
chapel, after which there is free movement. At the entrance it is
possible to book a ride on the ‘estate train’, with clearly organised
social distancing. There is plenty to see and for the informal learning
of young people. [Sikh Memorial,
pictured below, is quite stunning]The café
is open for take-outs, with tables
carefully distanced in the courtyard. The
shop is open. Pre-booking is essential £4-00 per car.

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH CHARITY DONATIONS
We have missed collecting for 3 of our charities, due to the church
being closed for the last few months. The charities are
Embrace the Middle East,
Pathway
USPG.
If you would like to donate to all or any of these charities, can I ask
you to do so directly to them. You can find details of the charities
online and their instructions regarding donations.
If anyone has any problems with this please contact me on 01543
251863 or email me at brendaliptrot@outlook.com
We are intending to collect for WaterAid as usual at the Harvest
Festival Service, using the white envelopes.
Many thanks,
Brenda Liptrot

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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The launch of the Abrahamic Faiths Initiative
Mothers’ Union Worldwide President Sheran Harper writes of the
incredible privilege of being a part of this historic event launched in
Rome, where she met the Pope

At first I was surprised, then absolutely delighted to receive an
invitation from Ambassador Sam Brownback of the Office of
International Religious Freedom to attend the launch of the
Abrahamic Faiths Initiative(AFI) at the Pontifical Gregorian University
in Rome during 14-16 January 2020. This initiative united 25 religious
leaders representing millions of Christian, Muslim and Jewish
communities to discuss practical ways of promoting peace and
fraternity.
It was such an exciting opportunity for Mothers’ Union to be part of a
top-level closed gathering of Abrahamic faith leaders, in order to
develop actions to build peace and to counter those who sow discord
within the tree of Abrahamic faith traditions. I was one of three
women invited to participate and the only Anglican attending, having
been recommended by Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby.
I was confident from the start that I could contribute in a meaningful
way; after all MU members have been peacemakers on the forefront
for over a century, and peace and reconciliation continue to be a
huge part of what we do every day.
The preparation began as we started to gather information on our
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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work around the world. I never cease to be amazed at just how much
work our members do. The stories of peace and reconciliation from
Asia to Africa, from the Pacific to the Americas and in Britain and
Ireland are deep and range from ministering in areas of war and tribal
conflict to differences in the home and community. Equipped with
powerful success stories like these, I arrived at the Leonardo da Vinci
Fiumicino Airport in Rome excited and ready to participate in this
historic event.

Networking and speaking at the event
The event began with an evening reception hosted by US Ambassador
to the Holy See, Calista Gingrich, where she spoke passionately about
promoting peace and interreligious harmony worldwide. This
reception provided me with an opportunity to network with the AFI
delegates, speak about the work of MU across the globe and listen
first hand to the horrifying stories of the persecution of Christians and
attacks on Muslim mosques and other houses of worship.
His Beatitude Theophilos III, Patriarch of the Holy City of Jerusalem,
asked MU for prayers. He told me that if the persecution of Christians
continues there, then the presence of Christians in the Holy Land
would be non-existent.
The dialogue began on the second day and sessions focused on the
following areas: Advancing declarations on religion, peace and
tolerance ; Serving each other to help build peace and mutual respect;
Serving together as Abrahamic faith leaders (grassroots and
institutional) to advance peace around the world; and the ratification
of the AFI Statement.
I was invited to speak on the ‘Serving together’ theme. Here I seized
the opportunity to put MU in the spotlight by making the following
points:

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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MU programmes are community-wide and inclusive, working with
and uniting people of all faiths and none. I elaborated on the
MULOA consultation, resources, tools and its impact so far
Sharing Christ’s love with everyone is a priority through our
actions and in the design of our programmes
In South Sudan we have experienced the successful mobilising of
community leaders to engage in reconciliation and peace
It can work! I spoke about our literacy programmes in Tanzania
and about Zanzibar, where Anglican (MU) Savings Groups have
encouraged Muslims to join. I explained how well people work
together after finding a way to respect each other’s faiths.
At our Worldwide Council gathering of global MU leaders in
Rwanda during June 2019 the need for reconciliation was
recognised as a priority.
I was very privileged to meet His Holiness, Pope Francis at a private
evening gathering of the AFI delegates. This was an informal
gathering where we prayed and agreed that without fraternity, it
would be impossible to build a just society and lasting peace. It was
indeed a huge honour to have the opportunity to greet the Pope and
shake his hand. I will always remember his humility and gentleness as
he said, “Bless you!”

Feeling Honoured
The delegation of faith leaders produced a declaration affirming
interreligious mutual respect and condemning the use of religious
justifications to sanction violence. An action plan was also produced
to urge a global audience to strive for greater understanding and
peace, and an awareness of and support for religious freedom.
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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I was asked by the media how I felt as one of three women in a room
with 25 men discussing world peace. I said that I felt honoured and
privileged to be participating and that just being there spoke volumes
about the role women play and the impact they continue to make as
peacemakers on the frontline. I commented that for centuries,
women have been promoting peace, reconciliation and harmony at
national and international levels.
A commitment to peace
The AFI dialogue closed with leaders making a commitment to
promoting world peace and interreligious harmony through research
and reflection on the Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace
and Living Together, which was signed by His Holiness, Pope Francis
and the Grand Imam of
al-Azhar, Ahmed el-Tayeb on 4 February 2019.
Throughout my time in Rome, the Anglican Communion, including MU,
was well respected for its work across the globe to promote peace,
justice and respectful coexistence.
As a global Christian membership charity that continues to campaign
for policies that strengthen family life, it is time for MU to act with
wise and effective strategies to end all suffering. May God grant us the
will to embrace the universal virtues embedded in our faith that direct
us to love and treat each other as we would have others love and treat
us.

(article taken from the Summer edition of Families First)

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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St. Michael's Churchyard
Last October the Churchyard Working Party sowed yellow rattle seed
in the new meadow that had grown during the Spring and Summer of
2019. In March I
noticed that the yellow
rattle plants had
germinated and were
growing well, right
across the meadow. By
May they were in
flower, giving an
attractive look to the
meadow early in the
season. The reason for
growing yellow rattle in
meadows is that the
Yellow Rattle
plant is semi-parasitic on
grass roots, meaning that
it will prevent the grasses growing too strongly and this in turn
encourages a greater variety of wild flowers to grow.
This year we have had excellent displays of wild flowers in our
meadow. The yellow rattle was followed by many ox-eye daisies which
looked beautiful in early Summer. More recently there has been a
mass of wild carrot flowers. These had tall stems with a cluster of
white flowers at the top of the plant. Clover, red campion, bird's foot
trefoil, mallow and knapweed are just some of the other wild flowers
we have seen this year, attracting lots of bees, butterflies, moths and
other insects into the Churchyard. The photograph shows the meadow
in Mid-July, with the wild carrot plants growing strongly.
The Churchyard Working Party will be meeting on Saturday September
5th., from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. A number of precautions will be put
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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in place to ensure the safety of everyone. These include Social
Distancing and hygiene arrangements. Refreshments will not be
provided, but those taking part are welcome to bring their own food
and drink. We will be spending much of our time clearing vegetation
from graves and headstones, and doing general maintenance work.
If you have not been to a Working Party session before, but would like
to join us, you will be made very welcome. Please contact me and I will
give you more information about the work we do.
The dates of the remaining Working Party sessions for this year are:
Saturday October 3rd. and Saturday November 7th., from 10.00 a.m to
1.00 p.m. on each occasion.
Ray Allen 01543 251654

The Churchyard Meadow in Midsummer
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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St Michael’s Church Roof
In recent weeks we have experienced storm and wind damage to the
roof of the church that faces away from the city – that is the south side
of the church. The roof itself is of some age and the materials used
when it was last roofed are not to present standards and have
deteriorated over time. In particular, the laths are under size and the
tiles easily come off when the wind is high.

It is important that we make the church as weathertight as we can.
This is not just good stewardship of our ancient building but also vital
as part of our plans to re-open more fully and, when we are allowed,
re-start our many activities in church.
We are moving ahead with plans for the new parish rooms, but we
cannot undertake any new projects whilst the church itself needs
work. Because of a covenant on the money raised by the sale of the
church hall we are not able to use those funds on the church building.

As you will appreciate the maintenance and repair of a building like St
Michael’s church is a constant challenge and not cheap to undertake.
We have been very blessed in that our regular givers have remained
faithful and enabled us to have an income to offset our continuing
costs of running the church. However, a significant building project is
something else and we now need to make a wider appeal to help us
fund the south side re-roofing.

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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The cost of the re-roofing will be around £30,000 but that should
always be regarded as provisional because until the work starts you
never know what is really there.

The St Michael’s Trust has made a donation of £10,000 which is a
great start, but the rest is yet to be raised.

If you are able to respond to this appeal, we would be very grateful
and if you can gift aid your donation that would be even better. There
are blue envelopes in church which can be used for a donation and
they have gift aid details on then. Please mark the envelope “roof
appeal”. If you cannot use an envelope form church, then please send
your donation by other means.

We now have a JUST GIVING page for St Michael’s. please visit:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmichaellichfield
The page will allow you to leave a note with your donation to tell us
that it is for the roof.

Thank you for your help.

Simon Baker, Rector of St Michael Lichfield and St John Wall

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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On Sunday, 27th September at 11am
there will be a

Cake Sale
outside St Michael’s Church.
Please come and support this worthwhile cause,
make a donation and enjoy some home-baking.
Bring your friends!

As this is being held on St Michael’s Patronal Festival Sunday,
there will be some St Michael’s themed cakes!
Come along and try one!
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Because of the Coronavirus restrictions, we cannot hold our
usual Macmillan Coffee Morning this year. However, more than
ever charities, including Macmillan Cancer Support need our
financial support as so many fund-raising events have had to be
cancelled this year.
Many of us have benefitted from the work of Macmillan Cancer
Support, or know people who have, and so we want to
continue with our support of this charity.
We have decided to hold a cake sale on St Michael’s Patronal
Festival Sunday, outside church, where people gather (sociallydistanced) after the service.
If you would like to make a cake for the sale, please bring it
along on the day. This year, please have all cakes ready
wrapped for sale, whole or in slices, as we will not be able to
cut up and serve as we normally do.
If you would like any more details, please contact Ruth Bull on
01543 252123 or dkbrlcb@hotmail.com

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Rowan Hawksworth tells us about
the family’s first few weeks in Hong
Kong:

We are safely in Hong Kong and, having spent the first fourteen days in
quarantine, we are now able to get out and about. We are enjoying
being able to explore this amazing new place.

If you asked me about my first impressions of Hong Kong, I would say,
“What a clean city!” You do not see any litter or graffiti. The local
people clearly take pride in how their city looks.
Everyone we have met has been really helpful and friendly, particularly
when you are at the train station. If you look remotely unsure of
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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where to go, someone will appear at your side to help you. The scary
thing is, you don’t hear them coming!
The food is a mix of Korean, Thai, Japanese, Malayan and Cantonese:

There are lots of new and delicious fruits to be found at the local
markets:

Just to balance things, there is also a Macdonald’s on every street
corner!
Since we arrived, Milo has celebrated his 11th birthday and we have all
been out and about, exploring the rich and varied places that make up
Hong Kong.
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Apart from trains and buses we have used ferries to get around:

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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We have enjoyed our explorations so far and are looking forward to
discovering what else there is to experience here.
Overall, we are blown away by the kindness and the beauty of the
country. We are now looking forward to exploring more of the islands
soon.

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Book Review
Phoebe: A Story by Paula Gooder

At the St Michael’s Advent Study last year both Chris Polhill and Mel
recommended Phoebe: A Story and I thought it would be good to read
for Lent. It’s such a vibrant story that it only lasted a week but it
comes with Notes and I then re-read it more slowly, following them
and reading some of the references. The story is followed by an
explanatory Introduction and a review in the Church Times (CT),
available on the internet, suggested that it should be read first. I
imagine that was the original plan and it was moved late on in the
editorial process. I agree with the CT reviewer, but whenever you read
it doesn’t detract from the story.
In different places Paula Gooder, an eminent New Testament
theologian and Christian communicator, describes the book as
‘historical imagination’ and ‘Pauline Christianity in narrative form’.
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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She is following in the wake of Philippa Gregory and Alison Weir, both
historians who have stuck to the historical narrative while making up
for the lack of information on their (usually female) subjects by
making assumptions about their lives.
The only reference we have to Phoebe is in Romans 16:1-2, where she
is described as ‘a deacon of the church in Cenchreae’ (a town near
Corinth), who has been a benefactor to Paul and many others. Some
theologians think that she brought Paul’s letter to Rome and Gooder’s
story is based on that belief. In the next 13 verses of the chapter Paul
greets various Christians in Rome and many of them feature in the
story.
We follow Phoebe’s life from Roman slave girl with a lurid past
(Phoebe was often used as a slave name in the Roman Empire) to the
wealthy Corinthian widow, and benefactor of Paul, that she becomes.
The theme of the book is ‘forgiveness and redemption’ and Phoebe
must learn first to forgive herself before she can help others to
understand Paul’s commentary on the life and message of Jesus.
Gooder uses her historical knowledge to paint a vivid picture of life in
Rome for 1st Century Christians, with the challenges of living in a
society that worshipped many gods, including the Emperor, and the
difficulties of reconciling Christian Jews and Gentiles.
Our New Testament readings are from Romans at the moment and it
seems a good time to read this excellent book. The CT reviewer
wrote “I suspect that readers will either love or loathe this book in
equal measure depending on their reaction to Gooder’s ‘historical
imagination’.” I loved it and recommend it to you all.
Ted Green

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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IONA COMMUNITY YOUTH INITIATIVE: RE-ACT
One of the joys of the Camas Group is its ecumenical nature. We have
always encouraged those attending to bring friends and many of them
attend other churches in Lichfield. Over the last 16 years we have
taken young people from the Cathedral, and RC, Methodist and Wade
Street churches. Another bonus is that the older ones make their own
links and go back to Camas as staff members. The article below tells of
a new Iona Community initiative, which some of our young people
became involved with at its start. Of the names mentioned below,
many of you will know Pippa Bryant and Brigid Ray from the St
Michael’s choir. Sean Adams is from Wade Street Church and Andrew
(Andy) Saunders is from Lichfield Methodist. As well as this initiative
several members of the Camas Group, led by Andy, were involved in
the very well organised Lichfield ‘Black Lives Matter’ demonstration
several weeks ago. I’m delighted to do a foreword for this article by
Pippa and Sean and wish RE-ACT the very best in the future. Ted
Green
On Friday 7th August three members of the Lichfield Camas group,
Sean, Andrew and Pippa, joined a conference call on Zoom with
members of the Iona Community for the first-ever RE-ACT online
event. The event itself was organised by the Iona Youth Planning team,
a section of the Iona Community dedicated to producing content and
events for young adults. The planning team consists solely of people
from the ages 18-30 with members from different backgrounds. This
includes Sean and Brigid who connected to the community through
the Lichfield Camas group. The idea for the event was suggested near
the end of June with the goal of providing an opportunity for young
people to learn more about the justice issues that the Iona Community
holds dearly. Each speaker had a connection to a member of the
planning team. There were 55 people on the call from across the Iona
Community and the UK with young people wanting to learn more
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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about the realities of food poverty in Great Britain. The event was led
by a Camas worker, Thomas, who supported the Lichfield group on our
2019 visit and thanks to his close age to the group was a fantastic
addition to our time there. It featured four key speakers who shared
their experiences of UK food poverty and how they would look for
change to support the right to food.
The first speaker was Tia, a student from Lancashire who after
experiencing food poverty herself has spent 2 years campaigning
through local groups at school to bring about necessary change in the
way people are supported when they cannot afford a healthy diet, to
which they have a human right. She has visited Westminster with her
campaign group and while we are yet to see a substantial change in
the way food poverty is dealt with, the actions of her and her group
have significantly affected the stigma around discussing poverty and
aided in encouraging the Government to take action. Tia was
interviewed by the director of Church Action on Poverty, Niall Cooper.
He discussed with her how different organisations, both secular and
within the church, are looking at taking action to encourage the
Government in creating a system where people do not have to rely on
emergency food provisions from food banks.
Between each speaker, we had ‘breakout rooms’ of 3-5 people where
we could discuss our thoughts on what had been said and how we
could implement it in our own lives. It was also good to catch up with
some familiar faces from past Camas trips! This was beneficial to the
whole experience as it made the conference more personal and
allowed everyone the opportunity to share their suggestions in helping
create more equal opportunities for access to food and healthy diets.
One idea discussed was setting up programmes with schools where
two schools of different experiences meet to share how they have
experienced food poverty and ways to overcome it, either virtually or
in-person in the future.
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The next speaker was Ian McGregor, the trustee of Glasgow SW food
bank, who discussed how he has found running the emergency food
centre during the lockdown. He started working at the centre in a
religious calling to help others and has enjoyed developing his faith
whilst learning to understand others through his work. Whilst his food
bank has not suffered greatly as a result of Covid19, he discussed the
St. Augustine belief that ‘charity is no substitute for justice withheld’
to demonstrate his view that the food banks do not make up for the
absence of sufficient Government support to prevent the reported
over 3 million young people going hungry every day. He shared a
shocking fact that there are now more food banks in the UK than
branches of McDonalds, which put into perspective how severe and
widespread this human rights issue is to so many.
Finally, we heard from students from Strathclyde University, featuring
Jordan who initiated and now runs the food bank society at the
university. It was fantastic to hear how widely it has promoted
students involvement in The Trussell Trust charity and enthusiasm for
donating. As many of the participants on the call were young people
themselves, it gave some good ideas about how their model could be
used at other universities to encourage donations across the UK.
We are grateful to RE-ACT and the Iona Community for organising the
event and getting so many involved across the country. It is hopefully
the start of a chain of information spreading about this issue and
therefore how more people can get involved and support the Right to
Food.
Pippa Bryant and Sean Adams
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Bible Readings
Sunday 6th September
13th Sunday after Trinity
[Green]
Romans 13.8-end
Matthew 18.15-20

Sunday 27th September
16th Sunday after Trinity
[Green]
Ezekiel 37.15-end
1 John 2.22-end

Sunday 13th September
14th Sunday after Trinity
[Green]
Romans 14.1-12
Matthew 18.21-35

Sunday 4th October
17th Sunday after Trinity
[Green]
Philippians 3.4b-14
Matthew 21.33-end

Sunday 20th September
15th Sunday after Trinity
[Green]
Philippians 1.21-end
Matthew 20.1-16

Sunday 11th October
18th Sunday after Trinity
[Green]
Philippians 4.1-9
Matthew 22.1-14

Sunday 27th September
Michael and All Angels
[White]
Genesis 10.28-19
Luke 10.17-20
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From the Registers
Baptisms

Marriages

Funerals
30/07/2020

St Michael

Reg Kirk
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And Finally
With the new day comes new strength and new
thoughts.
Eleanor Roosevelt.
Would you like to reduce your
household bills?
Utility Warehouse could save you a huge amount
of money every year. They provide gas, electricity,
broadband, home and mobile phones.
Membership gives you access to the best value
utility services in the UK with everything on one
single monthly bill, and a host of money-saving
member benefits.
They also make a unique Price Promise:
Save money when you switch all your services to
them, or they’ll give you back
‘Double the Difference’!
As well as savings on your household services, Club
membership gives you access to lots of other
benefits.
If you would like to save money, contact me for
more information.
Frazer Sneddon
Lichfield
07974122710
w.midlands@tsrn.co.uk

http://www.jointheclub.org.uk/futureproof
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P.J. NEVILLE
MEMORIALS
Hand carved quality
memorials. Renewals.
Additional inscriptions.
House numbers.
Home visits and brochure at no
extra cost.

Willow Court, Tamworth
Road, Lichfield, Staffs.
WS14 9HD
Telephone and fax:
01543 263440
DECORATING
BY JULIE
Your local
lady
decorator
Julie Parkinson
Home: (01543) 317258
Mobile: 07796268056
Email:travellergirl2000@yahoo.co.uk
JUDY BARBER
FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER
since 2002
01543 416068
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
Corns, callus,
General foot care
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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Who’s Who
St Michaels PCC
Churchwardens:

St John’s PCC

Lyn Shiel 320437
Sue Jones 415242
Assistant Wardens: June Frayn 264920
Liz Clarke 268862
David Easton 255308
Brenda Liptrot 251863
Treasurer: Viv Oliver 258054
PCC Secretary: Phil Clayton 682141
Stewardship Recorder: Sandy Baker
256320
Electoral Roll Officer: Mike Godfrey 264255

Churchwardens:
Christine Higgs 410351
John Alsop 480240
Assistant Churchwarden:
Linda Rubisch 481294
Treasurer: Sheila Irvine 252982
PCC Secretary: Christine Higgs 410351
Assistant Treasurer
Linda Rubisch 481294
PCC Lay Vice Chair: Christine Higgs 410351
Electoral Roll: Angie King 07785988716

St Michael’s Church

St John’s Church, Wall

Verger: Lynn Rock 252634 or 07765 312411
Sacristan and Head Server: Maggie Easton
255308
Organist and Choirmaster: Peter Hawksworth 251938 or 07771 986538
Music Group: Richard Brooks 07918 906
350
Transport Rota: Brenda Liptrot 251863
Pastoral Care: Peter Salt 250723
Flowers: Diana Baker 01543 416232
Safeguarding: Maureen Brand 264880
Junior Praise: Viv Oliver 258054
Bell ringers: Gillian Eastwood 480017,
Thursdays, 7:30pm to 8:55pm. gillieastwood@gmail.com
Mothers Union: Elizabeth Allen 304938
Social Team: Contact via the office 262211

Verger: Hilary Barker 01543 482027
Pastoral Care:
Christine Gilbert 07821 987999
Safeguarding: Maureen Brand 264880
Magazine Distributer: Eileen Carson
254107

Other Useful Numbers
St Michael’s School: 227425

Parish Magazine
Magazine Distributor:
Barbara Homewood 255909
E-mail brian@britcave.co.uk
Magazine Editor: David Bull 07525 012272
or email: dkbull053@hotmail.co.uk

Scouting and Guiding
Group Scout Leader Carl Hall 07988 685378 chair@7thlichfield.org.uk
Rainbows: Becky Bickley 07703 671568
Vicki Davies Friend 07970 549284
Hannah Heath 07854 824443
Brownies: Julie Cragg 301098
Guides: Lisa Webb 07900 164587
www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk
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