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Reflection on Advent from our Curate 

As we approach the start of Advent, I’ve found myself looking back 
to last Holy Week; the week that leads up to Easter. In many ways, 
Lent and Advent are similar: they are more sombre, penitential 
seasons which look forward to a moment of great joy in the 
Christian calendar. During these seasons of waiting, we prepare our 
hearts to meet Jesus, whether it be as a baby at his birth at 
Christmas, or in all the glory of his resurrection at Easter. 

During Holy Week last year, I was on retreat in North Carolina, USA 
in a place called Spring Forest. Spring Forest is a Christian 
community on a farm. A number of people of all ages, families, 
couples and single people, live and work together on the farm. They 
use the food they grow to help refugees and people living in 
poverty, as well as inviting people to learn about farming and to 
hear about Jesus. They pray together, eat together and, at times like 
Holy Week and Easter when I was present, have special services. 

I had chosen to visit Spring Forest because I was particularly 
interested in Christian communities, particularly ones like Spring 
Forest which focus on inclusivity and welcome for all. What I did not 
expect to love, however, was the farm work! Having spent the 
majority of my adult life in London, I certainly never considered 
myself much of an agriculturalist! I had never worked on a farm 
before and didn’t know anything about growing food. 

And yet, I found that I loved it! The manual labour and repetitive 
work (combined with glorious North Carolina weather) gave me a 
time to think, pray, and listen to some Holy Week reflections. I’m 
terrible at sitting still, and I found such joy in having things to do 
with my hands as I spent time watching, waiting and preparing for 
Easter. 

Farm work, like the seasons of Advent and Lent, involves a lot of 
waiting! On the first day of my retreat I was very excited to harvest 
some Chard and Bok Choy, which someone else had planted weeks 
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previously, and which another member of the community then cooked 
up for us to enjoy that evening! It was a team effort and we all got to 
enjoy the delicious fruits (and vegetables!) of our labour. The 
community had been patient after planting these crops and finally had 
the reward of a delicious meal. 

For the rest of the week, however, I was planting. I planted tomatoes, 
basil, kale and more! And, of course, I never got to see, or eat, the 
fruits of that labour. A couple of days after Easter I flew home to the 
UK, leaving my crops in the capable hands of the community. Although 
I didn’t get to enjoy those tomatoes, I know that somebody, perhaps a 
community member, refugee or family in poverty, got to enjoy them 
after I had gone. And I in turn got to enjoy some tomatoes grown by 
members of St Michael’s Church this year! 

As we prepare for Christmas this Advent, some of the work we do will 
yield benefits that we will get to enjoy. Sweating over a Christmas 
dinner, preparing for the arrival of loved ones and Christmas shopping 
will give joy back to us as we eat, spend time together, and see the joy 
on our families’ faces as they open gifts. Yet we may find that other 
work doesn’t have any immediate fruit for us. Writing and sending fifty 
Christmas cards may seem like a thankless task, as may extra family or 
work commitments. We don’t always get to reap what we sow, as I 
didn’t get to reap my tomatoes! 

But, as we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives at Christmas, we 
are reminded that no work that we do for others is ever in vain. While 
we may wonder if anyone sees all the work that we do at this time of 
year, we know that Jesus does. Visiting someone in hospital or a care 
home, speaking to someone on the phone who is lonely, and praying 
for others are all ways that we prepare our hearts to meet with Christ, 
and bring some Christmas joy to someone else! Whatever age or stage 
of life you are at, there is something you can do to love your neighbour 
and join with Jesus in his work. 
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And so, whether your Christmas is too busy or too quiet, whether 
you have too many visitors or are feeling lonely, whether you are 
making a long journey or remaining at home, we can all remember 
Jesus’s call to love our neighbour and to work for the benefit of oth-
ers. And if you need a little extra help this Christmas, then please 
reach out to the community at St Michael’s and St John’s! And may 
the joy of the Lord be with you all this Advent, 

Laura 

 

If you know of anyone aged 6-14 who enjoys singing, please  

encourage them to attend our Christmas Come and Sing Day. 
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Regular Services and Worship in the Benefice 

Regular Services at St 
Michael’s 
Sundays 
8:00am Holy Communion (First 

Sundays & Major Festivals) 

10:00am Family Praise (1st Sunday) 

10:00am Holy Communion  

(2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays) 

Family Communion (3rd Sunday) 
Wednesdays 

9.30am  Holy Communion  

Thursdays 

9.30am  Morning Prayer 

Regular Services at St John’s 

Sundays 

10am Holy Communion 

 

Baptism @ 11.30am 

3rd Sunday of the month 

Other Services at St Michael’s 

Sundays 

1st Monday 10.00am  

        First Steps 

2nd Sunday 4:30pm  

        Messy Church                                      

3rd Sunday 6:00pm  

        Choral Evensong 

Last  Sunday 12:30pm  

       Holy Baptism 

Music in the Benefice 

St Michael’s Church 

Wednesdays 

6.00pm  Junior Choir Rehearsal 

7:00pm Senior Choir Rehearsal 

(except on the Weds before 1st 

Sunday) 

Friday before 1st Sunday 

6:30pm  Music Group & Senior 

Choir Rehearsal 

Baptism  Preparation  

First Saturday 10:30am  

at St Michael’s 

Bells Practice 

Every Thurs 7:30pm, St Michael’s 
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Deadlines 

The January Magazine deadline is: 

Friday 19 December 
Please send articles to: 

magazinestmichaelstjohn@gmail.com 
and ctgreen@ntlworld.com 

Pew Sheet: 
every Wednesday   

@ 12 noon 
Contact  

Parish Office 
by email 

CHILDREN’S  SERVICES & ACTIVITIES 

First Steps 
Monday 

1st December 
 10am—11.30am 

Family Praise 

Sunday 7th 
December 
10am St Michael’s 

Come and join us at our … 

MESSY CHURCH  
for craft, story, song and food on 

Sunday 14th December 

4.30 - 5.45 pm 

at St Michael’s Church   Ages 0-11 yrs.  All Welcome 
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Selwyn Lecture 2025: A broad 
sweep and a deep dive 

The 2025 Selwyn Lectures, given by Michael Wakelin and the Revd 
Lucy Winkett, delivered both breadth and depth to the 150 clergy 
and others gathered in Lichfield Cathedral, with both speaking on 
‘Where is truth, trust and transparency today?’  These are brief and 
incomplete summaries of what was said, to whet your appetite. Both 
contributions, and the deep discussion around questions afterwards 
were recorded and details can be found at 
www.lichfield.anglican.org/news/selwyn-lecture-2025-a-broad-
sweep-and-a-deep-dive.php 

Michael Wakelin 
Michael Wakelin explored the erosion of trust across the whole of 
society, suggesting that the edifice of inherited trust that character-
ised the automatic trust reposed in people seen as in authority was 
built on sand and had been significantly eroded. 

Where it was being renewed, this was on the basis of ruthless exami-
nation, making the trust earned and deserved. This ruthless exami-
nation was a significant role for traditional media and when younger 
people got their news from TikTok, where journalistic values were 
largely absent this was potentially problematic. 
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Trust in science had diminished through it no longer being seen as rig-
orous but often used to further commercial ends. Trust in religion was 
no longer automatic. Trust in general now came through networks, 

not hierarchies. These net-
works were themselves mi-
grating into smaller tribal 
ecosystems where truths 
were contested, facts com-
peted with feelings and algo-
rithms favoured engagement 
over accuracy. 

This broad survey of trust 
across society posed the 

challenge of where to look to see trust being rebuilt. Michael offered 
his experience, building the Religion Media Centre into a trusted 
source of information and briefing after he left a long career at the 
BBC. Offering briefing and information into what was often a vacuum, 
made worse by journalists working hard to fulfil their high calling 
against the constraints of shortage of time and manpower, had 
proved successful, with 1.3 million page impressions. The conclusion 
that could be drawn was that religion and its reporting mattered. 

Leaving us with a question about what eroding trust was a symptom 
of, he ended with a quote from Martin Luther King: “Truth crushed to 
earth will rise again.” 

Revd Lucy Winkett 
Revd Lucy began by framing a challenge: “How to preach good news 
in an era of fake news?” The disconnection of people from each other 
is a problem for the whole of society and therefore for the church. 
Broadcaster Jon Snow, speaking to the annual Edinburgh Television 
Festival in 2017 saw that we could head towards social media increas-
ingly reinforcing prejudices and vitriolic echo chambers or, through  
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promoting media literacy, create a society where we were “as con-
cerned with what we read as with what we eat.”  What is true for 
media literacy in the consumption of news is also true for Biblical lit-
eracy and the consumption or ingestion of preaching. Snow’s com-
ment was eight years ago and the question is still as sharp and as 

unresolved. 

Where is reliable 
information to be 
found and when is 
it trustworthy? In 
the age of the pro-
liferation of infor-
mation, we are say-
ing a lot in our 
churches and from 
our churches but 
what are we saying 

as a public facing institution? We have our own challenges with pub-
lic trust, biblical literacy and preaching.  The church no longer re-
ceives automatic trust based on the position of clergy: it has to be 
earned. Revd Lucy said the church is often at its best when listening 
but she would consider speaking up and speaking out in address-
ing  “How do we speak good news in the age of fake news in a way 
that is truthful, trustworthy and transparent?” 

Preaching is speaking into a crisis of attention in the information 
economy – there is so much information competing for our atten-
tion and the result is that we are attention poor – and exhausted. 
Rather than telling the time ‘by the second hand’ as living in an ex-
hausting 24-hour news agenda world demands, Revd Lucy pointed 
to the counter-cultural life of the church at its best, living life by the 
hour hand, no less contemporary or accurate, but finding a different 
pace and deeper level of understanding to convey. 
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In imagining the life of another, in imagining a future, we engage in 
the spiritual task that Jesus referred to as seeing the Kingdom of 
God, apprehending the Kingdom of God, realising it is near or here. 

Pointing to this, that things don’t have to be as they are, is both 
pointing to the heavenly banquet gathering all from every corner, as 
well as a vision of society which draws all people to be nourished. In 
the eucharist we both remember the past, the but also invite people 
into that future. 

In an age deluged by information where attention is in short supply, 
helping people to bear the weight of this knowledge in which truth 
can be found, is a profound service that the church can offer. 

Melanesian Bishops Visit Lichfield Diocese 

The Anglican Church of Melanesia, which includes nine dioceses in 
the Solomon Islands, New Caledonia and Vanuatu, has various links 
around the Anglican Communion, including here in Lichfield Diocese. 
In November, Bishop Stephen Koete, Bishop of Central Solomons, 
and Bishop Othnielson Gamutu, Assistant Bishop of Central Melane-
sia, came here during a visit to link dioceses after nine days in Can-
terbury .  More details can be found at www.lichfield.anglican.org/
news/melanesian-bishops-visit-lichfield-diocese.php 

Archbishop Longley's Homily: Lichfield Cathedral 

On 7th November, the third anniversary of the reinstatement of the 
Shrine of St Chad in Lichfield Cathedral, Archbishop Bernard Longley, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Birmingham, gave a warm and frater-
nal homily in Lichfield Cathedral. The full text can be found at: 
www.lichfield.anglican.org/news/archbishop-longleys-homily-
lichfield-cathedral.php 
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St. John’s Church, Wall 

 

Coffee and Carols 
Saturday 13th December 

10.30am – 12.30pm 

 

Drop in for a cuppa and a chat 

Join in with the carols or just sit and 

listen 

Stay for a few minutes or a couple of 

hours 

 

All welcome 

 
CCC 
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Film Club 
at St Michael’s Church 

FREE ADMISSION AND REFRESHMENTS 

Doors open at 1.30pm 

 

 
 

The Penguin Lessons (2024) 
 

A disillusioned Englishman, who goes to work in a school in a 
divided Argentina in 1976, finds his life transformed when he 

rescues an orphaned penguin from the beach. 
 

Starring: Bruno Blas, Steve Coogan and Julia Fossi 

  

Monday 1st December 2.00pm start 

Tea/Coffee  and cake will be served 

at the interval 

All Welcome 

Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale 
(2025) 

When Mary finds herself in a public scandal and the family faces 
financial trouble, the household grapples with the threat of social 

disgrace. The Crawleys must embrace change with the next 
generation leading Downton Abbey into the future.  

Starring: Marilyn Cutts, Dominic West, Lorna Dickson Brown 

  

Monday 5th January 2.00pm start 
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SAINT MICHAEL’S CHURCHYARD 
WORKING PARTY 

 

We will be meeting on 
 

SATURDAY 17 
JANUARY 

 

from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30p.m. 
 
 

Refreshments (Tea/Coffee/Cake) will be 
provided  

during the Mid-Morning  Break 
 

We normally meet every third Saturday,  
so the dates going forward will be: 

 
We don’t meet in December, 

17 January, 21 February 
and 21 March 

 

For more information please contact: 
Sheila Irvine 

07946 859116  
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FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
We warmly invite you to a  

Fellowship Meeting to be held in  
St Michael’s Church   

Thursday 18 December 
2:30 to 3:30pm. 

 

 Meetings will be held on: 
• January 15th 

• February 19th 
• March 19th 

at 2.30—3.30pm 
 

We hope you will come along for a chat 
and a cuppa.   

If you need transport please contact Sue 
on 01543 415242 or Brenda on 07980 

011150. 
Looking forward to seeing you on the 18th! 

Sue and Brenda 
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Walking in the                         

Way of Christ                          
in Our Later Years 

 

A Six-Week Bible Study Series 

Join us for small discussion groups meeting in people’s 
homes 

08 January 2026 Loving                       

15 January 2026 Letting Go                            

22 January 2026 Seeing                                        

29 January 2026 Growing                                          

05 February 2026 Belonging                             

12 February 2026 Hoping  
 

Please speak to Revd Helen Barton, Christine Higgs or Revd 

Brian Rostill for more details. 

Christmas Flowers at St Michael’s 

We will be decorating St Michael’s church on Tuesday 

December 23rd from 9.30am and would welcome all 

who would like to help. 

If you would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one, 

please put the money, the name of the person and your message 

into a blue Gift Aid envelope and mark it Christmas flowers. 

Many thanks   Anne Lingwood  
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Pastoral Visiting Team 
We have a team of seven pastoral visitors who often visit in pairs:  
Elizabeth Allen, June Frayn, Sue Jones, Trevor James, the Revd Brian 
Rostill and me.   

Between us in 2025 from the start of January until the end of No-
vember we made at least 194 home visits or telephone calls.  Each 
time a pastoral visitor makes a visit, they let me know when and 
whom they visited, but whatever is discussed in a visit remains pri-
vate to that visit unless there are safety or safeguarding concerns.   
 

We have a clear set of “Guidelines for Pastoral Visitors” put together 
by our previous Safeguarding Officer, Maureen Brand and me, and 
these have been approved by the Rector and PCC.  It is important to 
us that we adhere to these Guidelines.  Each pastoral visitor has un-
dergone safeguarding training, and the clergy and our Safeguarding 
Officer, Sue Jones, have been checked by the national Disclosure and 
Barring Service. If you ever have any concerns about any safeguard-
ing issues then please do contact our Safeguarding Officer, Sue Jones, 
the Rector or me. 
 

If you would like a pastoral visit or telephone call, home communion 
or someone to talk to about something on your mind especially a 
faith matter, then in the first instance do let me know and I will ar-
range for one of the team to contact you.   

 

The Revd Helen Barton 
Pastoral Care and Visiting Co-ordinator 
07598 309102 
01543 257692 
helen@the-bartons.com 
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We have all heard about the work of Mountain Rescue, Air ambu-
lance and Lifeboat volunteers but who knows about the Search and 
Rescue service? Our speaker in November ,Fiona represented  the 
Staffordshire Lowland Rescue . First of all they have to find the 
missing person.  These lost people, unlike climbers and cavers are 
thoroughly unprepared and do not carry maps, phones or food and 
probably wear unsuitable clothing. Children or people with demen-
tia or mental problems may have wandered from home and their 
absence is not noticed immediately. Drunks become disoriented 
and fall into canals or lakes. There are areas of woodland, bogs and 
wasteland to be searched. 

 

The team can call in canoeists, mountain bikers and walkers. 
drones and tracker dogs which follow scent even in water. Team 
managers and planners keep everyone up to date with develop-
ments and well supplied with warm drinks. All volunteers need to 
be able to read maps and read a compass. The colours of their hel-
mets denotes their seniority. For work in water they wear dry-
suits  which can be hosed down for decontamination.  They are 
heavy and awkward to get on and off  and designed for men which 
makes toilet breaks difficult. Neoprene wet-suits cannot be hosed 
down but are lighter. 

 

The costs are high and as a voluntary service they rely on donations 
for equipment and vehicles. To raise money they give talks and 
demonstrations at stores end events. Usually when a call comes in 
for volunteers to attend an incident they stop whatever they are 
doing and hurry to the scene.  Unfortunately not all their employ-
ers co-operate.  Fiona and her colleagues found the work  hard but 

worthwhile. It was a thought-provoking talk.     Betty Lyne 
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REFLECTING the LIGHT of CHRIST  
Bishop Emma Ineson reflects on her time as chaplain to 

Mothers’ Union 

After six wonderful years as Chaplain to Mothers’ Union, I find 
myself both deeply thankful, and profoundly hopeful.  Thankful for 
the faith, strength, and witness I’ve seen in Mothers’ Union 
members across Britain & Ireland and around the world.  And 
hopeful because I believe that, in the Mothers’ Union the light we 
carry – the light of Christ – is shining brightly and will continue to 
shine through generations to come. 
 

As I step down from this role at the end of October, I’ve been 
reflecting on these words of Jesus from Matthew’s Gospel: ‘Let 
your light shine before others.’ It’s a verse we know well – many of 
us from Sunday school days. But in today’s world, with all its 
challenges and changes, it feels as timely as ever. 
 

We shine because He shines 

One of the most freeing truths I have learned – and keep learning – 
is that the light we shine isn’t our own. We’re not asked to 
generate our own brilliance or to be impressive for its own sake. 
We are asked to reflect the light of Christ, just like the moon 
reflects the light of the sun. That means whether we feel confident 
or not, whether our work is noticed or not, we are still called to 
shine. I’ve seen this time and again in Mothers’ Union. In quiet and 
often unnoticed ways – in hospital visits, in toddler groups and 
prison family support, in international advocacy and in local cups of 
tea, Mothers’ Union members are reflecting Jesus’s light in 
thousands of unseen ways every day. It’s rarely flashy. It’s often 
gentle, but it is unmistakably powerful. 
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Ordinary light, extraordinary hope 

When Jesus spoke these words as recorded in Matthew’s Gospel – 
Let your light shine – he had just described in the Beatitudes, the 
kinds of people who are truly blessed: the poor in spirit, the merciful, 
the peacemakers. In other words, not those we might automatically 
think of as being blessed according to today’s popular standards. He 
describes those who often seem overlooked, but who live faithfully, 
humbly and with compassion. That has always been the spirit of 
Mothers’ Union. You are the people who show up, who pray, who 
serve, who care.  You light candles, sometimes literally, always 
spiritually, in the corners of the world where darkness threatens to 
take over. You hold back that darkness just by being yourselves, 
blessed ones. 
 

Faith passed on – light passed forward 

As we look to the future – beyond 150 years of Mothers’ Union which 
we will celebrate next year – I’m struck by the power of 
intergenerational faith. So much of  our work as MU members is 
about legacy – not just holding faith today, but actively passing on the 
light of Christ to those who follow after us, making sure we aren’t 
scared to speak out about the vital work MU does and why we are 
proud to be members. That might be through mentoring younger 
women, encouraging new voices in leadership, or simply telling our 
faith stories around the kitchen table. It certainly involves 
encouraging others to ‘Join us, join in’! 

 

You may know that I spoke at the commissioning of Kathleen Snow as 
Worldwide President and her trustees, of the generations of my own 
family, including  my grandmother and great-grandmother, who were 
Mothers’ Union members – women of deep, steady faith, not ones 
for public platforms but women who prayed, encouraged and quietly 
pointed people to Jesus. I didn’t always realise it growing up, but  
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their light made such a difference, helping shape generations to 
come. The light we reflect and shine today is not just for now.  It’s for 
tomorrow. It’s for the next generation and the next. 
 

One of the lovely things about Mothers’ Union is that it’s never been 
a spectator organisation. It’s always been about joining in – praying, 
acting, advocating, walking alongside. And that call hasn’t changed.  
In fact, I believe it’s more urgent than ever.  We are living in uncer-
tain times. The world is noisy, divided, and often hurting. But light 
still shines and we are called to carry it, not with fear, but with cour-
age.  Maybe for you, that means stepping into a new role locally. Per-
haps it means offering prayer support to someone. Maybe it means 
inviting someone to ‘join in’ in your church or community. Whatever 
it is, I encourage you not to underestimate the difference your light 
can make. I once shared in a reflection I recorded for MU members 
during Covid lockdown, that a single candle lit in the darkness can be 
seen over a mile away. When we ‘join in’ with others to let our light 
shine, we can make a big difference. 
 

Looking forward with hope 

As I finish my time as Central Chaplain I do so with deep gratitude.  I 
am grateful to the Mothers’ Union members, officers and staff who 
have enriched my own life and ministry with their light. And I am 
grateful for the incredible witness of MU members across the world.  
You will always be in my prayers. 

So let’s keep reflecting the light of Christ together. Let’s keep telling 
the next generation about the goodness of God. You may never 
know the full impact of your faithfulness. But one day, we will see – 
and we’ll give glory to our Father in heaven.  Keep shining! With love 
and thanks,  

+Emma  
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What the Churchyard Working Party did in 

November 

After a very wet and stormy Friday, we expected the ground to be 

wet and that it may still be raining on Saturday morning, but we were 

fortunate that the rain held off.  Several members of our team were 

unable to help us this month, but Jenny and Jason joined us again 

this time and were a very welcome addition.  Once more we were 

tackling brambles.  Ray took on the brambles on the other side of the 

dead hedge that he had worked on last month.  Jenny, Jason and 

Sheila worked on a different area of overgrown brambles where a 

few trees have been planted over time, so we needed to rescue 

them.  It’s not unlike all that overgrowing forest in sleeping beauty!  

But we were trying to rescue lovely native trees. 

Redundant Spectacles for Africa 

So far this calendar year, over 1,700 pairs of redundant spec-

tacles have been dispatched to Africa through the Direct Ro-

tary collection locally. The support that is being offered 

means that statistically we are well ahead of this time last 

year. Half of what is being dispatched comes from two Lich-

field opticians but the rest is being collected from at least 

seven church collecting points from King’s Bromley to Ston-

nall. Thank you for your continued support: we will be contin-

uing the collection in 2026. We are making a measurable 

difference.          Trevor James 
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Meanwhile, Barbara was working on the herb garden again; similar to 

the rest of the churchyard there is always something to be dealt with.  

This is the wonder of working with nature. 

Talking of nature, Maureen was once more out cleaning all the notice 

boards in the churchyard that are constantly being rained on, having 

all manner of things blown onto them, so they become muddy 

looking and moss grows on some of them, and that can add to the 

risk of wooden frames beginning to rot from being so wet. 

Break time and we gratefully join Lesley in church to receive coffee, 

tea and cake. 

During the break Ray talked to us about native British trees.  

Hopefully, we will be able to read more about that in next month’s 

magazine. 

The extremely busy Richard managed to join us towards the end of 

break and came out with us to help to help do more bramble 

clearing.  Don’t worry, we won’t be clearing all the brambles away 

from the churchyard, there are always many more growing so that 

the natural life should still have plenty of space to live in safety. 

We do not meet in the churchyard in December, so we hope to come 

back refreshed in the new year. 

We are also really pleased to report that the payback team have been 

back clearing leaves, making paths safer, and clearing gullies which fill 

up again quite quickly.  They have been for the last couple of 

Saturday afternoons, and another group should be coming back on 

Wednesdays.  There help is very much appreciated. Sheila 

(See page 14 for Sheila’s contact details if you would like to help.) 
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News from Oman 
And so we start our new adventure in Oman!  

Peter was made Head of Music at Cheltenham Muscat School, Oman 

in August of 2024. He initially came by himself as the children and I 

stayed in Lichfield so Milo could finish his GCSE’s the following sum-

mer. We visited Oman the following Easter and then joined Peter in Ju-

ly of this year (2025) and moved into a beautiful fully furnished, 5 bed-

room 7-bathroom house! We live in an area called Al Hail Al Sha-

maliya, just north of Muscat. Our neighborhood is situated between 

three mosques, so we hear the call to prayer frequently. With the first 

call to prayer at around the time our alarm clock goes off, it’s often a 

nice way to wake up each day.  

The boys have made friends with some of the children that live oppo-

site us. They are a family of 8 with 6 children, not uncommon here in 

Oman, and have their own frankincense tree as well as lemon and Chi-

nese gooseberry trees growing in the gar-

den. 

We spent July and most of August exploring 

the surrounding area and going to the local 

beaches. Our preferred beach is Al Seeb 

beach, a 15-minute drive from our house. It’s 

a mixture of both small pebbles and sand, 

and the sea is often as warm as bath water. 

Peter and the boys love swimming there. 

You can often see a range of fish and on 

calm days, yellow fin tuna can be  

 

 

 

Peter and the youngest two 

on Al Seeb beach  
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seen breaching the water’s surface! They are enormous. The first 

time I saw one I thought it was a dolphin, thankfully not! 

We sometimes go to the opposite end of Al Seeb beach which is 

closest to our house and a 5-minute drive away. It was at this beach 

after some rough weather at sea, that we saw a turtle in the 

shallows. It was about the size of a large football and enjoyed being 

carried by the waves along the beach. 

The beaches are largely empty during the 

daytime due to the heat, but come alive 

with families enjoying a meal and playing 

in the sea during the early evening. Daily 

temperatures for this time of year are 

between 20-34o but the evenings are 

becoming noticeably cooler. I’ve been 

told by my work colleagues that there are 

two seasons in Oman, hot and less hot. If 

you go to Jabal Al Akhdar mountain in 

December or January, you can expect  

to see a ground frost in the morning. 

The food here is tasty and a good mix of Omani, Indian, Pakistani and 

Turkish. If we go for breakfast we either have a Masala Dosa (a lentil 

crepe filled with spiced potato) or an Arabic breakfast (daal, labneh – 

a type of cream cheese, Fattoush – a type of salad, eggs – usually 

boiled, hummus and flat breads) served with Arabic coffee usually 

spiced with cardamom. The children often have Ragag (Raqaq), a 

crepe filled with omelet, cream cheese, folded and topped with 

drizzles of honey. Delicious! 

Nizwa Fort 

Photo taken by Milo 



 

www.stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk                                                                                     26 

In August, School started and we and the 

children had to adjust to the 5am wakeups in 

order to arrive at school for 7am for a 

7.15am start! Our working week is Sunday to 

Thursday, and that has also taken some 

getting used to!  

In September we had the pleasure of playing 

host to Brigid and Joe Sneddon who came to 

stay with us for a few days, and in October 

we welcomed Peter’s parents who came to 

stay with us for a few weeks. It’s been lovely 

to see them again and for them to spend 

some much-needed quality time with the 

boys! 

We’ve just started our second 

term and are very much looking 

forward to spending our first 

Christmas here in Oman.  

 

We hope you’re all well and stay-

ing warm! 

 

Much love,  

The Hawksworth family x 

First day at school! 

A trip to Wadi Shab when Brigid 

and Joe came to visit!  
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This month’s poem 
Some time ago, I decided to participate in a “Creative Writing” group 
in Lichfield, searching for guidance in the basics of the art of writing. 
This class was gifted with some real talent but it wasn’t long before I 
succumbed to “Imposter Syndrome”.  I didn’t want to be the “Poet 
Laureate” or a “Booker Prize” winner so I eventually departed.  I did 
though write some poems which I discovered just recently when my 
wife (Barbara) finally got me to clear up the office.  Here is one of 
three poems I wrote. I’m not sure what to call it, but here it is: 

Burning heath land                                                                                                      
iridescent in the dimming light of dusk,                                                                             

trees dancing in distant shadows                                                                                    
mesmerising in its destructive glory. 

 

What is this wanton carnage,                                                                                         
this brutal disdain for living beauty                                                                   

this putrid disregard for sacred earth. 
 

In the rising mists of early morn                                                                      
an unexpected aroma permeates                                                                     

the scarred ground. 
 

A sweeter scent by far                                                                               
arising from scorched earth                                                                           

imbued with hope by the gentle night rain. 
 

 The fledgling shoots of new life                                                          
consummated in the furnace of destruction                                                                 

lie hidden in the debris of forebears. 
 

The morning sun spikes through leadened clouds                                 
strengthening the resolve of birthlings                                                                

to complete the circle of life. 

Brian Rostill - 2024 
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Churches Together in Lichfield & District (CTL) 
Christmas Day Together 

 

Once again, CTL is offering hospitality to those who may be alone 
on Christmas Day.  They offer two options: 
Option 1—Join the hosted group at Wade Street Church Hall for a 
meal (vegetarian and vegan options are available), entertainment 
and party games.  The  invitation form asks if you need transport, 
have any other dietary requirements and details of any health con-
ditions that you might need support with at the lunch. 
Option 2 - You can have a chilled (ready to heat) lunch delivered to 
your home (again vegetarian and vegan alternatives are available) 
and a Christmas stocking (normal or nut allergy option) if you re-
quest it. 
There are invitation forms at both our churches or you can ring 
(262211) or email the Parish Office to have an invitation sent to 
you. 
If you have any other questions you can email the organiser , Mrs J 
Booker, on markxbaldwin@aol.com. 
 

 

The January Edition of the Magazine 

I shall be away from Lichfield from 23 December until 3 Jan-

uary and I will be producing the January magazine before 

Christmas.  The deadline is Friday 19 December and copies 

will be available in church for distribution from  Monday 22 

December.           Ted Green 
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Bible Readings 

Sunday 7 December 
The 2nd Sunday of Advent 
(Purple) 
Isaiah 11.1-10 
Matthew 3.1-12 
 
Sunday 14 December 
The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
(Purple) 
Isaiah 35.1-10 
Matthew 11.2-11 
 
Sunday 21 December 
The 4th Sunday of Advent 
(Purple) 
Romans 1.1-7 
Matthew 1.18-end 
 
Thursday 25th December 
Christmas Day 
(Gold or White) 
 

Midnight Service 
Isaiah 9.2-7 
Luke 2.1-14 (15-20) 
 

Christmas Day 
Hebrews 1.1-4 (5-12) 
John 1.1-14 
 
 

Sunday 28 December 
The Holy Innocents 
(Red) 
1 Corinthians 1.26-29 
Matthew 2.13-18 
 
Sunday 4 January 
Baptism of Christ 
(Gold or White) 
Acts 10.34-43 
Matthew 3.13-end 
 
Sunday 11 January 
Epiphany 
(Gold or White) 
Isaiah 60.1-6 
Matthew 32.1-12 
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St Michael’s Rota – December 2025 

 

Sunday  
8.00 am 
 

 
7 December 

 
14 December 

 
21 December 

 
28 December 
 

Sidesperson Brian Smith    

 
Sunday  
10.00 am 
 

7 December 
 
Family Praise 

14 December 

Holy Communion 

21 December 

Family 

Communion 

28 December 
 
Holy Communion 

Sidespersons Brenda Liptrot 
Mike Jones 

Brenda Liptrot 
Linda Bannister 

Ted Green 
Audrey Dudley 

Mike and  
Judy Godfrey 

Reader  Brian Rostill  Elizabeth Salt 

Servers  Kay Martin 
Elizabeth Allen 

Kay Martin 
Stephen Evans 

Kay Martin 
Elizabeth Salt 

Intercessor  Brian Rostill  Trevor James 

Coffee Judy Godfrey 
Angela Burgess 

June Frayn 
Betty Lyne 

Sylvia Burkinshaw 
Sarah Side 

Brenda Eley 
Gosia Evans 

 

Sunday 
6.00 pm 

7 December 14 December 21 December 
Nine Lessons and 
Carols 

28 December 

Sidespersons 
 

  Elizabeth Allen 
Ted Green 

 

 

Christmas 
Eve 
 

24 December 
3.00 pm 
Christingle 

24 December  
5.00 pm 
Christingle 

24 December 
11.15 pm 
Midnight Mass 

Sidesperson Maureen Brand 
Anne Whatson 

Maureen Brand 
Ron Plimmer 

 
Ron Plimmer 

Reader   Helen Barton 

Servers Kay Martin Kay Martin Elizabeth Allen 

Intercessor   Helen Barton 

 

Christmas 
Day 
 

25 December 
8.00 am 

25 December 
10.00 am 
 

Sidespersons Volunteer needed Sylvia Burkinshaw 

Reader  Kay Martin 

Server  Kay Martin 

Intercessor  Kay Martin 
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From the Registers 
Baptisms   

   

   

Wedding   

   

Funerals,  
Interment of 
Ashes 

  

St Michael 3 November Paul Clarke (IOA) 
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ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE 
If you would like to advertise here, the prices per year are: 

 

Full page   £280 

Half Page   £150 

Quarter Page £85 

Eighth Page  £50 
 

Please contact the office    

 01543 262211       
office@stmichaelmaryjohn.org.uk 

FLOODLIGHTING 
Sponsor St Michael’s floodlights to mark a 
special  occasion or remember a loved one! 
Your donation will brighten up the skies 
over Lichfield for the night. 
Contact the United Benefice Office on  
01543 262211 

MEMORIAL BOOK 

Having the name of a loved one written in our Memorial Book is 

another way of remembering  their life.  The Book is kept in the 

case in the Prayer Corner and the pages are turned twice a week, 

so that names are visible through the glass on the date of their 

death.  It costs £10 to insert a name.  Please contact the Parish 

Office on 01543-262211 or stmichaellichfield@gmail.com if you 

would like an application form. 
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P.J. NEVILLE 
MEMORIALS 

Hand carved quality                 
memorials.  Renewals.             
Additional inscriptions.       

House numbers.                    
Home visits and brochure at no 

extra cost. 

Willow Court, Tamworth 

Road, Lichfield, Staffs. 

WS14 9HD 

Telephone and fax:  

01543 263440 

G. A. CANNELL 
MEMORIALS 

(Lichfield) 
Memorials; House Names; 

Renovations; Plaques 
Curborough Hall Farm, Watery 

Lane, 
Lichfield WS13 8ES 

 

Tel: (01543) 256395 
Email: 

info@cannellmemorials.com 
 

Open: Mon-Thurs 9am – 4.30pm 
Fri/Sat :By Appointment only 

www.cannellmemorials.com 
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Who’s Who 

St Michaels PCC 

Churchwarden:  
Sue Jones  415242 

Stephen Oliver 258054.  
Assistant Wardens:  
David Easton 255308  
June Frayn 264920 

Ted Green  07704 531615 
Lyn Shiel 320437 
Treasurer: Viv Oliver 258054 

PCC Secretary: Ruth Pugh 

Stewardship Recorder: Viv Oliver 258054 

Electoral Roll Officer: Mike Godfrey 264255 

Safeguarding:  
Sue Jones  415242 

St John’s PCC 

Churchwardens: 
John Alsop 480240 

Assistant Churchwardens: 
Christine Higgs 410351 

Linda Rubisch  
Treasurer: Paul Wright  483230  
Assistant Treasurer & Gift Aid Secretary 

Linda Rubisch  
PCC Secretary: Paul Wright  483230  
PCC Lay Vice Chair: Christine Higgs 410351 
Electoral Roll:  Linda Rubisch  

St Michael’s Church 

Verger: Lynn Rock 252634 or 07765 312411 

Sacristan: Kay Martin 268318 
kay.martin8@btinternet.com 
Sacristan Administrator: 
Maggie Easton 255308 
Organist and Choirmaster:  
Logan Pritchard 
Music Group: 
Richard Brooks 07918 906 350 

Pastoral Care: Revd Helen Barton  257692 

Flowers: Brenda Liptrot 07980 011150  
Bell Ringers: Gillian Eastwood 
07568134115 Thursdays, 7:30pm to 
8:55pm.   
gillieastwood@gmail.com 

Mothers Union:  Elizabeth Allen  477171 
 

St John’s Church, Wall 

Vergers:   
Hilary Barker  482027 
Linda Rubisch  
 

Safeguarding:  
 
 

Other Useful Numbers 

St Michael’s School: 227425 

  

Benefice Magazine 

Magazine Distributor: 
Steve Oliver 07872 673991 
email: vivoliver@ntlworld.com  
Magazine Editor: Ted Green 
ctgreen@ntlworld.com 
07704 531615 

Scouting and Guiding 

Group Scout Leader Carl Hall 07988 685378  chair@7thlichfield.org.uk  
Rainbows: Becky Bickley 07703 671568          Hannah Heath 07854 824443 
                    Vicki Davies Friend 07970 549284                  
Brownies: Julie Cragg 301098       Guides: Lisa Webb 07900 164587 
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